
Minutes 
 

Two-Year College English Association 
Executive Committee Meeting 

 
Yacht & Beach Resort 

Stonington Room 
Orlando, Florida 

 
Saturday, November 20, 2010 

8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
 
 
In attendance:  Beverly Fatherree (Southeast), Alexis Nelson (Pacific Northwest), Jeff Sommers (TETYC), 
Louise Bown (West), Shelley Rodrigo (West), Karla Brown (Midwest),  Bradley Bleck (Webtender), Clint 
Gardner (Secretary), Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt (Associate Chair), Sandie McGill Barnhouse (Chair), and 
Linda Walters (NCTE). 
 
Also in attendance:  Kent Williamson (NCTE Executive Director), Marilyn Valentino (CCCC Chair), and 
Barbara Cambridge (NCTE). 
 
Chair called the meeting to order at 8:18 EST. 
 
1. READING 
 
The chair offered a poem about Disney World and teaching by a high school student entitled "Disney 
World Poem for English Class."  The chair asked the committee to write a stanza about Disney 
experience.  The committee shared their poetic observations. 
 
2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
The chair welcomed members of the Executive Committee and asked members to introduce themselves 
to newcomers. 
 
3. REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE (Barnhouse) 
 
The chair reviewed parliamentary procedures of proper meeting conduct. 
 
4. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
Moved to adopt the agenda   (Bleck/Brown).  Carried. 
 
5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES (March 2010) 
 
Moved to approve the minutes as revised (Sommers/Nelson).   Carried. 
 



6. CHAIR’S REMARKS (Barnhouse) 
 
The chair noted that the National Day on Writing was celebrated again in 2010 for its second year.  The 
National Day will continue into the future.   
 
The chair noted that there is a section in the NCTE InBox for higher education, and TYCA has been 
promoting regional conferences and important articles for two-year college teachers of English.  
Members should forward ideas to the chair for publication in the InBox. 
 
The chair stated that Mark Reynolds was very pleased to be honored by the Committee in having the 
best article award named for him.  He wanted to extend his thanks to the committee and he will be at 
CCCC in Atlanta.  He will attend the TYCA Breakfast and join us at TYCA Talks. 
  
7. ACCEPTANCE OF CONSENT AGENDA REPORTS 
 

CONSENT AGENDA: Organizations having a large number of routine matters to approve 
often save time by use of a consent agenda. This is a portion of the printed agenda 
listing matters that are expected to be non-controversial and on which there are likely no 
questions. 
 
Before taking the vote, the chair allows time for the members to read the list to 
determine if it includes any matters on which they may have a question, or which they 
would like to discuss or oppose. Any member has a right to remove any item from the 
consent agenda, in which case it is transferred to the regular agenda so that it may be 
considered and voted on separately. The remaining items are then unanimously 
approved en bloc. 

 
Alice Sturgis 

The Standard Code of Parliamentary Procedure 
Page 116 

 
A. Chair’s Report (Barnhouse) 
 
B. Awards Committees 

1. Nell Ann Pickett Award (Mitchler) 
2. Public Image: Fame and Shame (Warner) 
3. Mark Reynolds TETYC Best Article Award (Christiansen) 
4. Diana Hacker/TYCA Awards (Bown) 

 
C. Regional Reports 

1. Midwest Regional (Brown) 
2. Northeast Regional (Nourse) 
3. Southeast Regional (Fatherree) 
4. West Regional (Bown) 
5. Pacific Northwest Regional (Nelson) 
6. Southwest Regional (Lydic) 
7. Pacific Coast Regional (Millward) 

 



D. Publications Report: TETYC (Sommers) 
E. Publications Report: TYCA to You (Lydic) 
F. College Forum (Payne) 
G. College Section Steering Committee (Nelson) 
H. TYCA Officers Visits to Regional Conferences 2010 (Barnhouse) 
I.  National Gallery of Writing/Day on Writing, October 20, 2010 (Barnhouse) 
J. Committee to Rename the TETYC Best Article of the Year Award (Nelson) 
K. Research and Scholarship in the Two-Year College Revision Committee (Tinberg) 
 
Moved to accept the consent agenda as revised (Fatherree/Rodrigo).  Carried. 
 
8. REPORTS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

A. TYCA Connected Community--NCTE Website (Gardner) 
 

Clint Gardner reported on the Connected Community and the TYCA microsite and their purposes.  The 
NCTE Connected Community was open to members and non-members, but non-members cannot access 
all areas.  NCTE is working strategically to coordinate the effort to develop effective resources for 
members.  Clint is considering developing different resources such as audio/video interviews of leading 
two-year college instructors and screencasts.  He encouraged Committee members to send their ideas 
to him and to get involved in the Connected Community and the TYCA discussion group.  He will take the 
lead on starting some discussions in the Connected Community, but encouraged Committee members 
to take the lead, as well.  The TYCA microsite will be a starting space for members to get involved in the 
Connected Community and will feature TYCA-related elements in the Connected Community. 

 
B. Legislative Update (Cambridge)  

 
Barbara Cambridge reported on several federal government policy items that have impact on TYCA: 
there is more flexibility in annual reporting in accordance with the Elementary and Secondary Education 
Act.  There has been more bipartisan work in the areas of literacy.  The elections have changed 
everything, however, and there are new members of Congress who have opposed education initiatives 
in the past. 
 
There are new NCTE staff members designated to support legislative initiatives. 
 
Common Core Standards and the Elementary and Secondary Education Act are not directly related to 
one another, but will lead to standardized testing. This has lead college instructors (such as the Council 
of Writing Program Administrations and the CCCC to take the lead in defining what are the 
characteristics of college-level writers.   Anyone in TYCA interested may wish to get involved. 
 
The House of Representatives appears to feel confident about what college-level writing is, but is 
struggling with how to define "career-ready" writing.  The Association of Career and Technical Education 
has defined career-ready writing.  TYCA may wish to consider their report found at acte.org. 
 
There are a variety of assessment instruments being considered by Congress to determine student 
progress.  This will have impact on standardization of curriculum.  These groups are just organizing and 
TYCA could take part in shaping the direction of the discussion and the ultimate outcomes. 
 



State literacy boards are required by recent legislation, and NCTE played an important role on the 
formation of those boards in the states, and suggested the inclusion of college-level instructors.  There 
are NCTE members on the Boards in 11 states.  Those state literacy boards will make decisions based on 
the next round of budgets based out of the LEARN act.  There is a great deal of interest in the transition 
from high school to college, and will have impact on TYCA members. 
 
TYCA members are invited to attend Advocacy Day on April 28 in Washington DC.   
 

C. Executive Director’s Report (Williamson)  
 
Kent Williamson described the new NCTE Connected Community and its benefits to TYCA members and 
the Executive Committee.  He asked the Committee to consider who they would like to hold a discussion 
with on the Connected Community.   He believes that the Connected Community will be a useful 
resource for members. 
 
Kent explained that NCTE neither endorses nor condemns the Common Core Standards because the 
organization wishes to maintain a leadership position in literacy standards.  NCTE is conspicuous by not 
endorsing or condemning the common core standards.  Each school district leadership must make 
decisions about who they seek advice from.  NCTE maintains neutrality in order to allow contact to 
continue.  NCTE needs to support teachers in states that have adopted the Common Core, and has had 
great influence on several key changes in the Common Core.  NCTE must not be naive and put out 
statements of frustration with the Core Curriculum.  NCTE policy has not changed.  NCTE is being called 
upon more often by the Department of Education and has conducted joint webinars with them.  
Communication is occurring in a fashion that it has never occurred before. 
 
The National Education Technology Plan is consistent with the NCTE 21st Century Learning Principles.  
NCTE has developed a relationship with the Department of Education on development of technology. 
 
The College Section (including CCCC and TYCA) should consider making a clear statement about dual 
credit/dual enrollment, establishing guidelines for what is acceptable.  NCTE will keep TYCA informed on 
any progress in the issue.   
 
NCTE has opened doors and is striving to be positive in its approach to all legislation.   
 
The chair noted that two-year colleges are often seen as "training centers" rather than places of 
education and there is so much push to get students through the system quickly.  Two-year schools 
should work on their pubic images and expressing their values.  The TYCA document on teacher 
preparation can play a role in developing education policy surrounding two-year colleges. 
 
The EC asked about liability issues, given that regional organizations are not a part of the NCTE 
corporation.  Kent responded that regional organizations are encouraged to incorporate to protect 
regional officers. Regional organizations will need to have their own tax identification number.  
Incorporation differs state by state; therefore, NCTE can only offer limited advice.  Regional conferences 
should investigate liability insurance on their own.  Such protections are not available to any NCTE 
Affiliate organization.   
 

D. TYCA Webtender (Bleck) 
 



Bradley Bleck reported that he is preparing for the web site’s celebration of National Poetry Month and 
is encouraging regional participation and asked for suggestions from the Executive Committee.    He 
noted that last year's celebration was successful and stated that having materials sent directly to him 
was efficient, but wants to include more regional participation.   
 
The EC discussed various methods to making the process of submission easier and less of a burden on 
the webtender.  The committee suggested making use of the Connected Community to facilitate the 
submission process. 
 

E. TYCA Membership Form Revision (Barnhouse & Calhoon-Dillahunt) 
 
The purpose of the revision was to clarify the membership structure and make the brochure less busy 
and confusing.  The revised version is cleaner and easier to read.  The Committee to Revise Membership 
Form chair, Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt, explained the process of revision and noted that the main goal 
was to cut-down words and make the document more visually appealing.  She also noted that some 
changes that the committee made are not reflected in the revision of the flyer.    The committee chair 
also noted that the flyer is still confusing about the relationship between regional and National TYCA. 
 
The Executive Committee discussed the flyer and suggested revisions to the committee. 
 

F. TYCA Guidelines for the Academic Preparation of English Faculty in Two-Year Colleges (Rodrigo) 
 
Committee member Shelley Rodrigo reported on the progress of the committee.  The committee met at 
CCCC in Spring of 2010, and noted that the committee decided to make two different documents:  a 
longer one for more in-depth study, and a shorter one for ease of use.    She noted that these 
documents are useful for various audiences such as graduate programs preparing community college 
instructors, high school dual credit/dual enrollment programs, and people new to teaching at a 
community college.  The document helps to maintain the professionalization of two-year college 
programs.   
 
Moved to reconstitute the Committee on Guidelines for the Academic Preparation of English Faculty at 
Two-Year Colleges (Nelson/Bown).  Carried. 
  

G. Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment Committee (Payne & Calhoon-Dillahunt) 
 
The EC discussed the progress of the committee, and the complications of conducting research on a 
system that has vastly different definitions and assessment models depending on the state in which the 
program is formed.  In certain states there is not much assessment of instructors.  The EC then discussed 
different methods of assessment of institutions studied, as well as the difficulty of sustaining effective 
assessment of dual credit/concurrent enrollment programs.    The EC then discussed various aspects of 
guidelines of the National Association of Concurrent Enrollment Programs (NACEP) are difficult to apply 
at two-year colleges, and other research conducted is limited to four year colleges and universities.  
 
The EC reviewed a report by committee member Karla Brown describing NACEP standards as applied to 
a real-life program. 
 
The EC next discussed concurrent enrollment/dual credit programs in various institutions and their 
intricacies and individual concerns about specific programs as far as supervision and assessment.  The EC 



then discussed potential actions that could be taken.  The EC discussed continuing research on dual 
credit/dual enrollment and applying for a CCCC research grant.    This research could include research 
focusing on people/programs with experience with dual credit/dual enrollment and include information 
from accrediting bodies.  The TYCA EC might eventually establish model program guidelines in English 
and Composition on supervision of teachers at high schools teaching college-level courses or compare 
NACEP guidelines apply to various programs.  The dual credit/dual enrollment committee might conduct 
case studies based upon those guidelines.  It is also possible to study effective dual credit/dual 
enrollment programs and use them as positive models to influence future practice.   It may be best to 
provide strategies for members in or to work with dual credit/dual enrollment programs.  A committee 
member should attend NACEP conference.  The dual credit/dual enrollment committee should also 
examine the NACEP assessment standards and whether they reflect what TYCA believes to be adequate 
to assessment of learning.  The dual credit/dual enrollment committee should also be sensitive to the 
position of high school instructors teaching these courses. 
 

H. CCCC (Valentino) 
 
Marilyn Valentino, CCCC Chair, shared an article from Continental Magazine about a successful 
entrepreneur (Cathy Benko) who developed a new model of business administration. 
 
Marilyn also noted that  
 
 The technology award selection committees have been reformed. 
 35 CCCC research proposals were submitted this year.  Marilyn suggested that TYCA and regionals 

pursue writing research proposals. 
 CCCC is building alliances with like-minded groups (such as MLA and WPA). 
 CCCC is researching a virtual conference where fees are paid by site in the future. 
 The editors team of CCCC-affiliated publications is working well.  CCCC is asking for a guaranteed 

panel session at the convention for the journals including TETYC in order to tout our work.  The 
editors are going to pilot an extended conversation online about conference sessions through the 
NCTE Connected Community. 

 CCCC is seeking nominations for chair.  Marilyn wants to be certain to have enough two-year college 
candidates and is seeking methods to assist two-year college members in taking on leadership roles.      
CCCC needs a two-year voice. 

 The Centennial Convention in Chicago needs archival materials from TYCA and regionals.   
 The College Celebration was not well-attended on Friday, and Marilyn is making plans on how to 

arrange the event to bring in more attendees.   
 
Marilyn inquired if there is anything the Executive Committee would like to take to the College Forum.    
The Executive Committee suggested that the College Forum clarify their mission and not hold their 
meetings at the same time as the TYCA Executive Committee meeting if TYCA belongs there.   
 
Marilyn noted that the task force on awards is attempting to set policy for its awards and that another 
task force is looking at redesigning the Conference acceptance process and other matters.    
 
The EC asked if the TYCA Research Initiative is still funded by CCCC.  Marilyn stated that funding for that 
initiative was a one-time grant and had concluded several years ago. 
 

I. TYCA Research Initiative (Millward) 



 
No report. 
 

J. National TYCA Constitution and Bylaws 
 
The EC discussed the alignment of the National Bylaws with Regional By-Laws, and the specificity and 
vagary of certain sections of the TYCA Regional and National Bylaws.  The EC then discussed if practices 
are in alignment with the By-Laws.  The EC then discussed potential revision of the By-Laws, and, once 
again, see how they align to current practice.   
 
Moved that TYCA National Representatives take the regional portion of the By-Laws (Sections III, IV, and 
V) to the regional executive committees for review and recommendations and report back by the CCCC 
2011 meeting of the TYCA Executive Committee.  (Calhoon-Dillahunt/Bleck)  Carried. 
 

K. TYCA’s 15th Anniversary 2011 (Calhoon-Dillahunt) 
 
Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt asked about how TYCA could celebrate its 15th anniversary, and what are 
appropriate ways to recognize this point in TYCA's history.  It was noted that CCCC has far more 
attendance from people at two-year colleges.  TYCA Talks could feature a celebration and past chairs 
may be invited to that celebration.  A birthday cake should be featured at TYCA Talks.  TYCA officers 
visiting regional conferences should comment upon the 15th anniversary.   
 
Moved that a party-planning committee for the TYCA 15th Anniversary Celebration at TYCA Talks in 
Atlanta 2011 be constituted. (Gardner/Fatherree) Carried. 
 

L. TYCA Research and Scholarship in the Two-Year College (Madden/Tinberg) 
 
The Chair offered the revision of the document.  The document was revised to make it contemporary 
and include up-to-date research.  The EC then discussed what further action we will take with this 
document.   

 
The EC then offered several suggestions: 

1. share it with others such as Inside Higher Education 
2. share it with government entities  and departments 
3. take it to Advocacy Day 
4. create a PDF version 
5. create an executive summary of the document 
6. put the PDF on the Connected Community web site and suggestions for use of the document 
7. we still need its published, glossy, form 
8. the report will appear in TETYC from which reprints could be published 
9. the published report should be widely available  

10. Notice should be put in the InBox 
 

Moved that the revised edition of Research and Scholarship in the Two-Year College should be published 
in TETYC at the earliest opportunity.  (Fatherree/Bleck)  Carried. 

 
Moved to commend committee on Research and Scholarship in the Two-Year College for their 
outstanding work on revising the document (Calhoon-Dillahunt/Brown).  Carried by acclamation. 



 
M. TYCA National Panels 

 
TYCA National Officers Sandie McGill Barnhouse, Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt, and Clint Gardner discussed 
the National TYCA panels and the impact that they had on the regional conferences.  There were several 
regionals where there was sparse attendance, and another with moderate attendance, and a regional 
that made the session plenary.  The success of the plenary session perhaps indicates that it could be 
useful.   The EC dissolved into a discussion of who the session might appeal to such as young colleagues.  
The EC expressed resistance to attempting to automatically program the session as a plenary event. 

 
9. ACTION ITEMS 
 

A. TYCA 2020 Vision 
 
The Chair reminded the EC about the 2020 TYCA to You section in TETYC and summarized the results of 
that project and asked the EC to reflect upon where we have come from and where we are going.  The 
Chair then articulated her draft 2020 vision.  The EC discussed methods to take action on the 2020 
Vision statement and the importance of setting a course for the future.    

 
Moved that the Executive Committee continue the discussion of the 2020 Vision Statement online. 
(Calhoon-Dillahunt/Nelson)   Carried. 

 
10. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Gavel Passing 
 
TYCA Chair, Sandie McGill Barnhouse expressed her appreciation of TYCA for making this the best years 
of her professional life and handed the gavel to Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt as new TYCA Chair. 

 
B. Remarks from Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt 

 
Carolyn recognized the achievements of Sandie and her work.   

 
Moved that the TYCA Executive Committee commend Sandie Barnhouse for her outstanding leadership 
and contributions to the organization.  Carried by acclamation. 

 
The Chair recognized the contributions of Linda Walters to TYCA and to herself personally as TYCA Chair. 

 
Moved that the TYCA Executive Committee thank and commend Linda Walters for her tireless work on 
behalf of TYCA (Gardner/Calhoon-Dillahunt).  Carried by acclamation. 
 
11. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A. Next TYCA EC Meeting: Saturday, April, 9, 2011, Atlanta 
 

B. TETYC Book editor 
 
Jeff Sommers, TETYC Editor, stated that TETYC is looking for a new book review editor and asked for 



assistance from the EC in finding a replacement.  He asked EC members to contact him with 
recommendations. 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved that the TYCA Executive Committee adjourn until April 9, 2011 (Fatherree/Nelson).  Carried.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:52 pm. 
 
13. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

A. Forms 
1. NCTE 2011 Call for Proposals 
2. TYCA Membership Brochure 

B. TYCA Executive Committee Roster 
C. National TYCA Constitution and Bylaws 
D. TYCA Committee Matrix 
E. Important Links to Remember 

 
 
 


