
MINUTES  

Two-Year College English Association Executive Committee Meeting 

Philadelphia Marriott (Room 401, Fourth Floor) 

Saturday, November 21, 2009; 8:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 
 
Meeting called to order at 8:09 am with Sandie Barnhouse as Chair. 
 

1. READING 
 
Sandie McGill Barnhouse, Chair, read the poem "Patience" by Kay Ryan, Poet Laureate of the United 
States who is also a two-year college instructor.   The Chair noted that in these hard economic times 
community colleges are more important than ever, and that our work in TYCA is to make more people 
aware of the work and scholarship that occurs at two-year colleges.   
 

2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 
In attendance:  Sandie McGill Barnhouse (Chair), Eric Bateman (Past Chair), Elissa Caruth (Pacific Coast), 
Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt (Associate Chair), Beverly Fatherree (Southeast), Jeff Sommers (TETYC Editor), 
Barbara Cooper (Northeast), Bradley Bleck (Webtender), Karla Brown (Midwest), Alexis Nelson (Pacific 
Northwest), Louise Bown (West), Eva Payne (Pacific Northwest ),  and Clint Gardner (Secretary). 
 
Others present:  Frank Madden, Kent Williamson (NCTE), Barbara Cambridge (NCTE), Mila Fuller (NCTE), 
Sterling Warner (Pacific Coast), and Linda Walters (TYCA Administrative Liaison to NCTE). 
 
The chair welcomed the Executive Committee by sharing NCTE's 2020 Vision statement, asking if TYCA 
should create its own vision statement, and asking the Board to spend a few moments to write  
answering the following questions: 

• How is TYCA different now than it was in 2005? 
• How has membership changed? 
• How has a teacher's life changed? 
• What trends or changes do you see coming to TYCA?  
• Where would the Committee like to see TYCA in 2020? 

 
The chair welcomed new members to the EC. 
 

3. REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE (Barnhouse) 
 
The chair reviewed rules of parliamentary procedure. 



4. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
 
Moved that the EC adopt the Agenda (Nelson/Caruth). 
 
Carried. 
 

5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES (March 2009) 
 
Moved to accept the minutes of the March 2009 meeting of the TYCA Executive Committee 
(Bown/Cooper). 
 
Carried. 

6. CHAIR’S REMARKS (Barnhouse) 
 
The chair noted that there were 34 submissions for presentations at the NCTE Convention for the entire 
college-level section.  She encouraged the EC to promote NCTE attendance and presentation by regional 
TYCA members in Orlando next Fall.  The chair noted that part of the TYCA vision may be increasing our 
visibility at national conferences and conventions. 
 

7. ACCEPTANCE OF CONSENT AGENDA REPORTS 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: Organizations having a large number of routine matters to approve often save time 
by use of a consent agenda. This is a portion of the printed agenda listing matters that are expected to 
be non-controversial and on which there are likely no questions. 
 
Before taking the vote, the chair allows time for the members to read the list to determine if it includes 
any matters on which they may have a question, or which they would like to discuss or oppose. Any 
member has a right to remove any item from the consent agenda, in which case it is transferred to the 
regular agenda so that it may be considered and voted on separately. The remaining items are then 
unanimously approved en bloc. 
 
Alice Sturgis 
The Standard Code of Parliamentary Procedure 
Page 116 
 
A. Chair’s Report (Barnhouse) 
 
B. Awards Committees 
 • Nell Ann Pickett Award (Wootten) 
 • Public Image: Fame and Shame (Warner) 
 • TETYC Best Article of the Year Award (Christiansen) 
 • Diana Hacker TYCA Awards (Bown) 
 
C. Regional Reports 



 • Midwest Regional (Brown) 
 • Northeast Regional (Nourse) 
 
Barbara Cooper (Northeast Chair) provided an update on the Northeast conference.  She noted that 
there was a potential labor dispute at the Hyatt hotel where the conference was housed.  There was a 
great deal of consternation in Massachusetts, but Northeast was tied into a contract that could not be 
broken.  The conference offered a special session to discuss the ethical dilemma presented by the 
situation.    Barbara noted that people at the meeting suggested that TYCA develop ethical standards on 
conference hotels.  Despite the potential problems, the conference went well and was well-attended. 
 
It was noted that CCCC has a resolution on dealing with fair labor practices, but it was the consensus of 
the Executive Committee that individual regions investigate hotels for ethical concerns thoroughly, and 
make regional decisions accordingly.   
 
 
 • Southeast Regional (Fatherree) 
 • West Regional (Bown) 
 • Pacific Northwest Regional (Payne) 
 • Southwest Regional (Lydic) 
 • Pacific Coast Regional (Caruth) 
 
D. Publications Report: TETYC (Sommers) 
E. Publications Report: TYCA to You (Lydic) 
F. College Forum (Payne) 
 
College Forum representative Eva Payne supplemented her report on the proceedings of the College 
Forum meeting on 11/21/2009 and its discussion of issues surrounding national standards of assessment 
and guidelines.  Payne suggested that we begin to develop materials to coordinate adoption of the 
standards and provide members with information about the standards through the web site and 
through conference presentations. 
 
G. College Section Steering Committee (Nelson) 
H. TYCA Officers Visits to Regional Conferences 2009 (Barnhouse) 
I.  TYCA Breakfast Report (Johnson) 
 
Moved to adopt the consent agenda (Cooper/Brown). 
Carried. 
 

8. REPORTS FOR DISCUSSION 
 

A. Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment Committee (Anderson) 
The chair accepted a report from Andy Anderson from the Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment Committee and 
ordered it filed and to be discussed at the TYCA Executive Committee meeting at CCCC 2010 in Louisville.    
 
The chair provided documents from the NCTE 2009 Convention session DE "What Lies Between the 
Lines:  Early College and Other Reform Movements" and discussed the proceedings of the session and 



asked for feedback on questions about dual credit/dual enrollment.  The chair noted that there are a 
variety of programs across the country with dual credit/dual enrollment programs and their popularity 
with legislators and parents.  There is a new book on the matter College Credit for Writing in High 
School:  The Taking-Care of Composition Business edited by  Kristine Hansen and Christine Farris 
published by NCTE.  There may be research money available to explore the matter further.  The chair 
asked for ways to we can research the matter further. The following was suggested by the EC: 
 

• what constitutes DC/DE across the country?  What do these programs look like? How much is it 
happening across the country? 

• what is DC/DE and how is it working? 
• how successful are dc/de students after completing these programs? 
• are their longitudinal studies measuring their success? 
• are there demographic trends available for these programs? 
• do we want the DC/DE committee to continue? 
• what is the data and arguments offered by proponents? 
• what are the immediate and long-term outcomes of these programs? 
• what is the best method to share information? 

 
Moved that the committee on Dual Credit & Dual Enrollment be reconstituted and recharged for the 
term of 2009-2012 (Gardner/Bateman). 
 
Carried. 
 
Action item:  Chair will reconstitute and recharge the committee. 
  
 

B. Regional Officers’ Retreat (Nourse/Lydic) 
Marsha Nourse reported that the officer's retreat is intended for various leaders in TYCA regionals and 
encouraged EC members to invite others in TYCA regional leadership to attend. 
 
Action item:  Chair to contact Marsha Nourse and David Lydic about possibly renaming or clarifying the 
description of the retreat. 
 

C. TYCA Research Initiative (Millward) 
Report accepted and filed. 
 

D. Executive Director’s Report (Williamson) 
Kent Williamson, Executive Director of NCTE, submitted his status reported and noted that NCTE will be 
supporting Coalition on Academic Workforce's position statement.  He noted that NCTE has held 
meetings with the Gates Foundation and there is great interest from that group in issues that are 
relevant to two-year colleges.  Another group that is interested in two-year college issues is the Teagle 
Foundation and there may be opportunities to connect to wider funding resources.  
 



Kent reported on the National Day on Writing as well as the National Gallery of Writing.  He noted that 
the Gallery is still open.  NCTE would like this to be America's gallery of writing for the long run as a 
piece of our cultural heritage. 
 
Kent noted that NCTE membership is down 18% in the past year due to the economy.  NCTE is striving to 
put all the tools of exchange into the hands of members, and make member services an "everyday 
occurrence."  NCTE has acquired software to enable the goal of access.  Kent also outlined various 
initiatives to provide services to members.  Mila Fuller will have more information about accessing and 
using the web site. 
 
Kent reported that the NCTE Finance Committee has rejected compensation for TYCA Executive 
Committee members to attend the TYCA EC Meetings.  He noted, however, that Committee members 
can be issued a badge to attend the meeting gratis even if they are not going to be attending sessions.   
 

E. Legislative Update (Cambridge) 
Barbara Cambridge noted that two-year colleges are the "talk of the town" in Washington D.C.  Two-
year colleges are seen as a means of helping students to graduate high school.  The Obama 
administration is also committed to 2 year post-secondary education as a means of providing more 
opportunities to students.  This is the most conversation about 2 year schools that she has heard in her 
13 years in Washington. 
 
Barbara reported that the Carnegie Foundation of the Advancement of Teaching is in a transition period 
and is looking for new projects to take on.  While there has been some discussion between TYCA and the 
Foundation, the first project of the Carnegie Foundation will be on mathematics.  There is a possibility 
over time of a project being developed to support writing and English in the two-year college. 
 
Barbara presented current NCTE legislative advocacy including 

• National Day on Writing 
• Literacy Education for All Results for the Nation (LEARN) Act 
• Success in the Middle Act 
• Race to the Top Fund 
• Building a comprehensive 21st century literacy policy 

 
and noted that NCTE is committed to working on these issues with TYCA in mind.  Members are 
encouraged to take part in advocacy initiatives that bring to the fore NCTE initiatives.   
 
Alexis  Nelson asked if legislators take form letters used for advocacy  seriously.  Barbara suggested that 
letters be personalized to make the message "hit home" given that members have experience that 
legislative staffers do not have with two-year colleges. 
 
Kent Williamson explained the development of national standards and NCTE's participation in such 
discussions, noting that the standards are out for public comment.   
 
Barbara noted that all members are invited to come to visit the Washington office. 
 



F. TETYC Survey and Editor Position (Barnhouse/Sommers) 
The TETYC Survey was very favorable and Jeff Sommers has consented to continue as TETYC editor and 
was honored to be offered the opportunity.  Jeff reported that the survey did not provide any 
information to pursue anything radically different than before.  He noted that the volume of 
submissions for publication in TETYC has increased and there is now somewhat of a backlog of 
submissions.  The March issue will be on 21st century literacies that was purely happenstance based on  
the increased number of submissions.  Jeff reported that 50-75% of authors are first-time contributors.   
 
The chair offered her thanks for the work on TETYC.   
 
The Executive Committee extended its thanks by acclimation. 
 

G. TYCA Research and Scholarship in the Two-Year College (Madden) 
Frank Madden provided the draft report of the Committee on Research and Scholarship in the Two-Year 
College.  Frank noted that one of the things the committee wished to promote is model programs at 
schools.  Frank noted that the document has been developing over time and is based out of teaching in 
a two-year college setting and that it is an important time given the attention and federal funding that 
community colleges have received lately. Executive Committee members noted that the document had 
been very useful. 
 
The Executive Committee conducted an informal discussion of the merits of the document and specific 
problems that further research may address including: 
 writing centers 
 adjunct issues 
 statewide standardization of curriculum 
 assessment 
 online teaching and the right to privacy/intellectual property 
 dual credit/dual enrollment/concurrent enrollment  
 placement 
 
The Executive Committee also discussed the various merits of the dissemination and publication of the 
document, and noted that the profession publication is far more appealing than photocopied 
publications. 
 
Action item:  Chair to send an email to members asking for model programs. 
 
Report accepted. 
 

H. TYCA Guidelines for the Academic Preparation of English Faculty in Two-Year 
Colleges (Buck) 
The Chair requested comments be directed to the committee. 
 
Report accepted and filed. 
 



I. TYCA Survey Results (Bateman) 
Eric Bateman reported that the survey is complete and there is nothing more to report.  

 Report accepted. 
 

J. CCCC (Valentino) 
 
Marilyn Valentino noted that 21% of CCCC members are from two-year institutions.  The CCCC website 
will be developed to reflect the recent changes to the services from NCTE.  The retreat topic for CCCC 
will be on assessment in the CCCC Executive Committee retreat.  Marilyn will be attending MLA to 
discuss two-year college matters. She requested further topics of discussion to bring to MLA.  A 
discussion ensured about matters of hybrid classes, professionalism, teaching methodology, online 
privacy issues, master syllabus, assessment, professional development, contingent faculty matters, 
quality online standards, and TYCA or NCTE involvement with the American Association of Community 
Colleges.   
 
 

K. TYCA Webtender (Bleck) 
 
Bradley Bleck (Webtender) reported that the National Poetry Month was quite successful and it will be 
continued in 2010.  This time only two-year college poets will be published on the site.  The Webtender 
is also considering sponsoring a gallery in the National Gallery on Writing.  The TYCA National Gallery on 
writing had 20 submissions.  The Webtender would like to be able to contact the membership at-large 
about submitting to the gallery and it was noted that a mass email to all TYCA members is possible.   
 
Clint Gardner asked if a physical advertisement for the National Poetry Month program on the website  
to be placed at the TYCA table at the regional conferences and the webtender noted that it could be 
done. 
 
The chair extended her thanks to Bradley and the Executive Committee extended its thanks by 
acclimation. 
 

9. ACTION ITEMS 

A. National Day on Writing, October 20, 2009 (Barnhouse) 
Beverly Fatherree (Southeast) reported on the performance of the TYCA Southeast regional Gallery and 
members may have submitted to the National Gallery in other galleries.  She is looking for more 
submissions.  It was noted that there was very little participation in TYCA Northeast, but it members 
have expressed enthusiasm for the idea.   Eric Bateman noted that San Juan College had close to 100 
submissions in its gallery.  Clint Gardner reported the events as Salt Lake Community College Student 
Writing Center.  Sandie Barnhouse reported on a projected patterning with a middle school in their 
gallery.  The chair noted that there is also a TYCA Leaders gallery. 
 
The National Gallery on Writing will remain open until June and members should be encouraged to get 
people involved. 



 
 

B. TYCA Membership Form Revision (Barnhouse/Walters) 
Linda Walters submitted the current membership for consideration and dues increase.  Linda indicated 
that dues across the board in NCTE have increased.   Confusion about joining TYCA and problems with 
the current membership form were discussed.     
 
Moved that a committee be formed to revise the National Membership Form by CCCC, March 2010 
(Bown/Bleck) 
 
Carried. 
 
Action item:  Chair to form and charge the Membership form committee. 
 

C. TYCA Committees’ Matrix (Barnhouse) 
 
The Chair thanked Linda Walters (NCTE Liaison) for cleaning up the committee matrix and noted that it 
is much clear.   
 

D.  TYCA 2020 Vision 
 
The chair explained that other organizations in NCTE have adopted the strategic governance model.  We 
may wish to adopt this model to learn about what issues TYCA faces and will face.  Such strategic 
planning helps such organizations to coordinate their efforts and grow as an organization as well as 
helping younger colleagues to become involved.  The chair asked what can we do that offers our 
members a value-added experience?  Questions can be used to form a vision of what the organization 
would like to be.  Professional development has also changed in many of our institutions, and is falling 
along a training model.   
 
The Executive Committee dissolved into individual discussion and arrived at the following conclusions: 

• TYCA should be an advocate for literacy 
• two-year colleges are going to be at the forefront of "educational salvation" and we will face 

many challenges because of lack of funding 
• TYCA is more visible as an organization as are community colleges at large.  TYCA has  done 

some good work since 2005. 
• Two-year college instructors should work to become less isolated 
• Two-year college instructors should be mentors for students, younger faculty, and for 

instructors at four year institution 
• TYCA has grown markedly within NCTE and will continue to grow 
• Two-year college instructors honor multiple methods of delivery as they evolve and there is 

not one dominant method of teaching 
• Two-year college instructors need to be careful not to be channeled into the professional or 

technical college route 
• Others in academia need to know that we have a lot of dedicated teachers who have 

expertise in their field 



• Two-year college instructors have greater respect amongst our four year colleagues 
• Two-year college instructors need to combat the "lesser than" reputation that many two-

year schools face 
• Dual enrollment/dual credit is a crisis that TYCA needs to address 
• TYCA membership seems to be younger and trained in composition and rhetoric 
• Two-year college instructors offer better quality in the presentations at conferences 

 
 
The officers will discuss ideas and develop a format for the CCCC 2010 meeting in Louisville to develop a 
2020 Vision Statement. 
 
 

10. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Council of Writing Program Administrators (Gardner) 
 
Clint Gardner (Secretary) presented on a partnership with the Council of Writing Program 
Administrators, noting that WPA is interested in getting more faculty from two-year schools involved in 
WPA.   
 
 
Action item:  Clint will continue to work with the CWPA and discuss future partnerships. 
 
 

11. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
A. Next TYCA EC Meeting 
Saturday, March 20, 2010, Louisville 
 

B.    Certificates of appreciation 
 The chair presented certificates of appreciation to Elissa Caruth, Eric Bateman, and Eva Payne. 
 
Moved that the Executive Committee extends its thanks for Eric Bateman's exemplary leadership 
(Gardner/All). 
 
Carried by acclimation. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved to adjourn (Bleck/Caruth). 
 
Carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned  5:00 pm. 
 



13. INFORMATION ITEMS 
A. Forms 
B. NCTE 2010 Call for Proposals 
C. TYCA Membership Brochure 
D. YCA Executive Committee Roster 
E. National TYCA Constitution and Bylaws 
F. TYCA Committees Matrix 
G. Important Links to Remember 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, January 25, 2010, by Clinton R. Gardner. 
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