
Minutes 
Two-Year College English Association  

 
New York Marriott Marquis Times Square 

Saturday, November 17, 2007 
8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Belasco Room 
 

 
1. READING (Bateman):  In lieu of a reading, TYCA Chair, Eric Bateman, asked EC 

members to free write about the best teacher each person had and what made him or 
her the best teacher.  Each person shared his or her free writes with the group. 

 
2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

TYCA EC Members Present:  Eric Bateman (Chair), Sharon Mitchler (Past Chair), 
Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt (Secretary), Jeff Sommers (TETYC Editor), Louise Bown 
(West), Elissa Caruth (Pacific Coast), Thad Cockrill (Southeast), David Lydic 
(Southwest), Marsha Nourse (Northeast), Eva Payne (Pacific Northwest), Sheldon Wrice 
(College Forum) 
 
Others Present:  Linda Walters (TYCA Administrative Liaison), Paul Bodmer (Senior 
Program Officer for Higher Education), Kent Williamson (NCTE Executive Director), 
Sandie Barnhouse (TYCA Assistant Chair-elect) 
 

 
2. REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE (Bateman):  Eric reviewed with the 

TYCA EC how to make motions and how to keep discussion to the motion at hand. 
 

4. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
(Motion 1.0 Mitchler/Lydic) Moved to adopt the agenda with the following revisions: 

• moved Consent Agenda Item C1 (“Midwest Report”) to Action Item 9D 
• added Action Item 9E, CCCC Position Statement: Writing Assessment:  A 

Position Statement  
• moved Consent Agenda Item F (“College Forum”) to Action Item 9F 
• added Action Item 9G, new College Forum representative 
• added Discussion Item 8E, “TYCA Blog.” 

Carried. 
 

5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES (March 2007) 
(Motion 1.1 Mitchler/Lydic) Moved to approve the minutes. 
Carried. 
 

6. CHAIR’S REMARKS (Bateman) 
• Eric updated the EC about additions to the Best Article Committee and Research 

Committee.  Updated committee rosters will be available soon. 
• Eric discussed how the Bedford-St. Martin’s misunderstanding about last year’s 

TYCA Breakfast was resolved.  TYCA apologized to Bedford-St. Martin’s and agreed 
to reorganize the format of the welcome to allow Bedford-St. Martin’s to present last, 
right before the actual presentation of awards.  Additionally, NCTE will handle 



publisher contacts and contracts for future breakfasts to ensure clear communication 
and understanding of all contractual agreements. 

• Eric announced that he would be co-chairing a featured session on Sunday, Nov. 18, 
the first collaborative secondary section and college section session; Eva Payne and 
Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt are both panelists for that session. 

• Eric discussed the plans for a CCCC regional workshop.  There is space available, 
and the meeting will be held Wednesday afternoon.  Eric envisioned that EC 
members can discuss issues, such as conference planning, membership, 
newsletters/promotion, and best practices.  David Lydic and Marsha Nourse 
volunteered to organize this workshop. The workshop will be promoted through e-
mail, national representatives, winter REC meetings, and regional newsletters. 

 
7. ACCEPTANCE OF CONSENT AGENDA REPORTS 

• TYCA West national representative gave an oral report and agreed to send the 
written report to Linda Walters after the conference. 
 
(Motion 1.2 Sommers/Payne) Moved to accept Consent Agenda with the removal 
of Items 7C.1 and 7F (which will be moved to ACTION ITEMS, Item 10D and Item 
10F respectively). 
Carried. 

 
A. CHAIR’S REPORT (Bateman) 
B. AWARDS COMMITTEES 

1. Nell Ann Pickett Award (Newman) 
2.   Public Image: Fame and Shame (Warner) 
3.   TETYC Best Article of the Year Award (Tardoni) 
4.   Diana Hacker TYCA Awards (Bown) 

C. Regional Reports 
1. Midwest Report (Roberts)—moved to Action Item 9D 
2. Northeast Report (Nourse)  
3. Southeast Report (Cockrill) 
4. West Report (Bown) 
5. Pacific Northwest Report (Payne) 
6. Southwest Report (Lydic) 
7. Pacific Coast (Caruth) 

D. Publications Report: TETYC (Sommers) 
E. Publications Report: TYCA to You (Henderson) 
F. College Forum (Wrice)—moved to Action Item 9F 
G. TYCA Breakfast Report (Wagoner) 

 
8. REPORTS FOR DISCUSSION 

A. TYCA Research Initiative (Millward) 
 

B.  Executive Director’s Report (Williamson) 
• According to Kent Williamson, NCTE convened a Diversity Task Force, which 

has come up with seventeen recommendations for strategies to make NCTE 
a more inclusive and representative organization.  NCTE is committing over 
half a million dollars over the next five years to implement these 
recommendations.  



• NCTE just released the newest Pathways topic:  English Language Learners.  
A 21st Century Literacy Pathway is being developed for release in spring 
2008. 

• NCTE is increasingly involved in advocacy and policy work.  On the 
legislative front, the Higher Education Act is through committee, and the bill is 
going forward.  Title II has additional funding for some new items related to 
higher education, including grants for community college students interested 
in education, increased funding for geographic and disciplinary areas with 
teacher shortages, and more money for alternative certification routes (i.e. 
mentoring or “residency” programs).  Kent also reminded the EC that April is 
NCTE Advocacy month, and NCTE members are encouraged to visit with 
their legislators about literacy issues at that time. 

• NCTE’s newest strategic governance issue will be 21st Century Literacy—
what it means in English and Language Arts and how NCTE can address this 
issue. 

• Kent showed the EC examples of web pages on the new NCTE website.  
NCTE is changing systems and site design.  There will be fewer layers and 
more interactivity.  Blogs, wikis, and podcasts will be easy to include.  The 
TYCA web editor can make decisions about what sorts of modules and 
themes fit the TYCA site and will have administrative control. 

• In response to an EC question, Kent indicated that it was possible for the EC 
to get lists of those who are members of National TYCA, but not regional 
TYCA and members who belong to regional groups, but not National TYCA. 
 

C.  Washington DC Office Report (Bodmer) 
• Paul Bodmer, Senior Program Officer for Higher Education, believes that the 

21st century will do for college what the 20th century did for high school.  He 
envisions K – university articulation, and college becoming almost a 
requirement, rather than an option, for high school graduates.  

• Paul noted that initiatives, such as Preparing Future Faculty, have paved the 
way for cross-disciplinary discussions about undergraduate education, and 
many disciplinary organizations are now involved in similar conversations.  
Paul also mentioned that disciplinary organizations need to be involved in 
discussions of student outcomes so that outcomes are not imposed upon 
them by those outside of higher education. 

• Paul discussed how he sees the Spellings Commission Report impacting 
higher education.  While the report stresses accountability, the federal 
government has no leverage, except in the area of accreditation.  The 
Department of Education wants institutions to be able to articulate what 
students should be able to do upon graduation and then prove students are 
achieving those outcomes.  Although the Department of Education states it 
doesn’t want a national test, there is much discussion of comparability, which 
would require standardization.  So far, accrediting agencies seem reluctant to 
be involved in setting standards, leaving outcome development to the 
institutions. 

• Also on the legislative front, NCTE made progress on issues in its legislative 
platform.  Regional summits held this past summer were seeded with NCTE, 
CCCC, and TYCA representatives, so our voices were a part of those 
conversations.  Also, a recent (Oct. 29) meeting at the Department of 



Education included representatives from most large general education 
disciplines. 
 

D.  Regional / National Membership (Mitchler) 
• Sharon shared documents she’s developed to clarify how one becomes a 

regional and national member of TYCA (see her report, Agenda Item:  8.D). 
• Sharon also clarified that it is possible to become a National TYCA member 

without receiving TETYC, but one must print “National TYCA” on the NCTE 
membership form. 
 

(Motion 1.3 Mitchler/Cockrill)  Moved that the TYCA Chair appoint a committee 
of three that will explore regional and national membership and report back to the 
TYCA EC at CCCC 2008. 
Carried. 
• Eric appointed Sharon Mitchler, Thad Cockrill, and Louise Bown to 

committee. 
 

9. ACTION ITEMS 
A. TYCA Talks at CCCC 

• Paul Bodmer is retiring at the end of the fiscal year in July 2008.  The TYCA 
EC brainstormed ways to honor Paul at CCCC in New Orleans (where Paul 
attended his very first CCCC). 

 
(Motion 1.4 Calhoon-Dillahunt/Payne)  Moved that the TYCA Chair establish a 
committee to plan a social activity following TYCA Talks at CCCC 2008 in New 
Orleans. 
Carried. 
 
(Motion 1.5 Wrice/Caruth)  Moved that the TYCA Chair establish a committee to 
plan the event program.  
Carried. 
 
B.  Review of Committee Positions/Assignments 

• At TYCA Chair, Eric Bateman’s request, this action item was postponed and 
will be handled later via the listserv. 

 
C.  Conference Planning Template 

• Marsha Nourse brought a conference planning template to share with the 
TYCA EC.  (Barbara Cooper was instrumental in putting together this 
template.) 

• Ideas were discussed about how to better share conference planning 
information among regions, including setting up a wiki, having a site with links 
for various planning documents from various regions, developing some 
templates at the regional TYCA workshop at CCCC 2008, and creating a 
master document with a Table of Contents for each region’s practices. 
 

D.  Midwest Report 
 (Motion 1.6 Payne/Mitchler)  Moved to direct The TYCA Chair to appoint a 
committee to investigate best practices for dual credit/dual enrollment and report 
back preliminary findings to the TYCA EC at CCCC 2008. 



Carried. 
 

E.  Review CCCC Position Statement:   Writing Assessment:  A Position Statement 
• At TYCA Chair, Eric Bateman’s request, this action item was postponed and 

will be handled later via the listserv. 
 

F.  College Forum Report 
• Sheldon Wrice, currently College Forum Chair, encouraged the TYCA EC to 

consider developing resolutions for next year. 
• Sheldon also clarified the time commitment and duties of the College Forum 

Representative, and suggested that the College Forum members needed to 
be able to meet in the summer, and, for that to occur, NCTE funding would be 
needed. 

 
(Motion 1.7 Mitchler/Lydic)  Moved the TYCA EC to commend Sheldon on his 
tremendous work over the past four years as College Forum Representative. 
Carried by acclamation. 
 

H. Elect new College Forum Representative   
• Eva Payne was nominated by Louise Bown (seconded by Marsha Nourse); 

there were no other nominees. 
• Eva Payne was unanimously elected as our new College Forum 

Representative. 
 

 
10. NEW BUSINESS 

A. Collecting information about regional members 
(Motion 1.8 Mitchler/Caruth)  Moved to direct past TYCA Chair, Sharon 
Mitchler, to develop a brief survey to be distributed at 2008 regional conferences 
to identify attendance patterns and attendee attributes and to submit a brief 
report to the EC by the November 2008 meeting and a full report by the March 
2009 meeting. 
Carried. 

 
• Sharon will run the questionnaire by TYCA Chair Eric Bateman once it is 

complete, and this questionnaire will be piloted at the TYCA-SE conference in 
February.   

 
 

11. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
A.  Next TYCA EC Meeting: Saturday, April 5, 2008, New Orleans 
B.  Recognize those who’ve completed their terms on the TYCA EC 

• The following TYCA EC members have completed their terms and were 
recognized for their service:  Sheldon Wrice, Sharon Mitchler, Barbara 
Cooper, Karla Brown, Joan Mathis, and Tom Hurley.  Marsha Nourse and 
Eva Payne also received certificates of recognition, though they were both 
voted in by their respective RECs to complete a second term as national 
representative. 

 
12. ADJOURNMENT 



(Motion 1.9 Payne/Sommers)  Moved to adjourn TYCA EC meeting. 
Carried. 
 

13. INFORMATION ITEMS 
A. Forms 

1. TYCA Volunteer Form 
2. NCTE 2008 Call for Proposals 

B. TYCA Executive Committee Roster 
C. National TYCA Constitution and Bylaws 
D. TYCA Committees Matrix 
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