
MINUTES 
TWO-YEAR COLLEGE ENGLISH ASSOCIATION  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Gaylord Opryland Hotel and Convention Center 

Nashville, Tennessee 
Saturday, November 18, 2006 

8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
 
       1.  READING:  “Sometimes,” by Sheenagh Pugh 
 

2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
TYCA EC Members Present:  Sharon Mitchler (Chair), Eric Bateman (Associate Chair), 
Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt (Secretary), Jeff Sommers (TETYC Editor), Louise Bown, 
Elissa Caruth, Thad Cockrill, Gwen Gresham, Joel Henderson, Marsha Nourse, Eva 
Payne, Leslie Roberts, Sterling Warner 
 
Others Present:  Paul Bodmer, Linda Walters, Kent Williamson 

  
3. A STURGIS MOMENT (Mitchler) 

   
4. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

(Motion 1.0 Roberts/Bateman)  Moved to adopt the agenda with the following 
revisions: 
• Moved 7.C, “Publications Report” (Sommers), from Consent Agenda to 8.E, Reports 

for Discussion 
• Added 10.A under “New Business”:  National TYCA member lists to regionals 
Carried 

  
5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES (March 2006)   

(Motion 1.1 Roberts/Payne)  Moved to accept the minutes. 
Carried     

 
6. CHAIR’S REMARKS (Mitchler) 

• Sharon shared that NCTE has a standard format for press releases and that format 
will be sent out to regionals. 

• Sharon commended the REC for decisions they made which are already having a 
positive impact on TYCA:  regional NCTE dues are all paid (as result of new 
procedure), Chair’s Blog has been running for a year, Standing Committee on 
Research has been an important, positive addition, and regional listserv has been 
effective in improving regional conversation and communication. 

• Sharon introduced and welcomed our new TYCA liaison, Linda Walters. 
• NCTE is hosting a Literacy Advocacy Day on April 26, 2007 in Washington, D.C.; it 

will be an opportunity for NCTE members to meet with policymakers to discuss 
literacy issues. 

 
7. ACCEPTANCE OF THE CONSENT AGENDA REPORTS 

(Motion 1.2 Gresham/Caruth)  Moved to accept consent agenda with removal of item 
7.C (which will be moved to REPORTS FOR DISCUSSION, Item 8.E). 
Carried 

 



A.  ADMINISTRATIVE 
1. National TYCA FY 06 Financial Report (Williamson)   
2. Chair’s Report, 2006 (Mitchler) 

B. REGIONAL REPORTS 
1. Midwest Report (Roberts) 
2. Northeast Report (Nourse)  
3. Southeast Report (Cockrill) 
4. West Report (Bown) 
5. Pacific Northwest Report (Payne) 
6. Southwest Report (Gresham) 
7. Pacific Coast (Caruth) 

C. PUBLICATIONS REPORT: TETYC and Call for Papers (Sommers)—moved to 
8.E 

D. TYCA PANELS for NCTE 2006 AND CCCC 2007 (Gresham) 
E. COLLEGE FORUM (Wrice) 
F. WEBTENDER’s REPORT (Matthews) 

 
8. REPORTS FOR DISCUSSION 

A. TYCA BREAKFAST REPORT (Wagoner)      
• Jane Wagoner recommended in her report that each TYCA Regional take 

turns creating centerpieces for the TYCA Breakfast at CCCC.  In discussion, 
the EC recognized that this responsibility would fall more heavily on certain 
regions than others.  Various suggestions were offered, ranging from asking 
each region to donate (or take turns donating) money toward centerpieces 
that the “home” region will create (though this may be difficult to coordinate) 
to developing a rotating schedule assigning centerpiece responsibility to each 
region (though it may difficult for those traveling great distances to bring or 
coordinate centerpieces) to asking publishers to contribute centerpieces.  
Marsha Nourse volunteered to organize the centerpieces for the 2007 TYCA 
Breakfast in New York.  It was suggested that the motion be limited to one 
year so that regional representatives could consult with their RECs to 
determine their willingness to contribute toward or take responsibility for 
centerpieces for future TYCA Breakfasts. 

 
(Motion 1.3  Roberts/Cockrill)  Moved to approve the TYCA Breakfast Chair’s 
request to contact TYCA-NE for volunteers to create centerpieces for the TYCA 
Breakfast at CCCC 2007 in New York. 
Carried. 
 
B. BY-LAWS VOTE OUTCOME (Mitchler) 

• All results are in except for TYCA-Pacific Coast, and all regions have 
overwhelmingly approved the changes; once TYCA-Pacific Coast has voted, 
the By-law changes will go into effect. 

 
(Motion 1.4 Gresham/Roberts)  Moved to recognize the efforts of the Bylaws 
Committee to create bylaws that are more flexible. 
Carried. 
 
C. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT (Williamson) 

• Kent explained several particular budgetary items:  the bulk of the “gift” item 
on the budget is the Bedford-St. Martin’s Diana Hacker Awards; spending has 



dropped now that Paul Bodmer’s position, travel, and expenses have been 
shifted out of TYCA’s budget; TYCA regional exhibit kits account for an 
increase in spending in “Materials and Supplies”; there is approximately 
$6,000 in the TYCA Breakfast account; and now that an administrative 
structure is in place for collecting dues, all NCTE dues from regional 
conferences have been paid. 

• Kent clarified for the TYCA EC that to become a member of National TYCA, 
prospective members must join NCTE and select TETYC as their journal; 
regional membership is separate from National TYCA membership. 

• Membership was down a bit in FY 2006; however, membership has 
increased in the first three months of FY 2007.  Kent also shared information 
about the NCTE website:  TYCA can blog on the website; however, the TYCA 
EC will need to choose whether we want a TYCA-designated blog (consisting 
of about five bloggers who post weekly blogs searchable by key word 
metatags) or whether we want to have TYCA-identified posts on the broader 
NCTE blog (which would enable bloggers to be a part of wider NCTE 
conversations, but TYCA may be less “visible” than in an exclusively TYCA 
blog).  Kent noted that NCTE is still in the process of redesigning its website, 
making it easier for members to search and access items of interest. 

• Kent announced an upcoming 21st Century Literacy Conference, which is 
connecting NCTE with others interested in education reform, such as Dell, 
Microsoft, and Apple, companies looking for graduates who are problem-
solvers, strong communicators, good collaborators, etc.  The conference will 
bring in policymakers, businesses, and various disciplines to create a “literacy 
map” to envision what education should look like in grades 4, 8, and 12 as 
well as to discuss what needs to change in teacher education, assessment 
and professional development to bring about these changes. 

• Kent reviewed the Pathways for Learning project, a hybrid, yearlong learning 
experience that looks at core questions to guide research and conversation.  
(The current topic is adolescent literacy; the next topic will be English 
Language Learners.)  The Pathways project seeks local partners, such as a 
regional TYCA conference, for face-to-fact learning opportunities, which can 
be continued in “web-inars” and other online activities.   

 
D. NEWS FROM THE WASHINGTON, DC OFFICE (Bodmer) 

• Paul Bodmer offered his impressions about the short and long-term impact 
the Spellings Report may have on higher education.  Noting that NCLB 
legislation, which resulted from the “A Nation at Risk” report, took decades to 
enact, he doesn’t imagine that Spellings’s report will create any immediate 
legislative action.  However, there may be some “rules changes” in already 
existing policies or programs, such as financial aid.  In addition, the report’s 
calls for accountability, affordability, and accessibility are real issues that 
need to be addressed in higher education in order to close the achievement 
gap.  Colleges are already working toward these goals, but will likely need to 
provide more evidence of our efforts to the public.  Paul noted that there is a 
summit planned for this spring to address issues in public education as well 
as forum on accreditation scheduled for the end of November 2006.   

• Paul announced that NCTE has applied for a Teagle grant, which, if funded, 
will enable NCTE to define how undergraduate education provides a liberal 
arts education as well as enact a professional development program for those 



teaching entry-level liberal arts courses (who are often contingent faculty).  
NCTE’s proposal will be competing with a similar proposal from MLA, and 
Paul feels that it’s unlikely both proposals will be funded. 

• Paul also shared that one of our biggest allies in our efforts to improve liberal 
arts education and to prepare faculty for teaching liberals arts in the 21st 
Century (shifting from content delivery to habits of mind) is the National 
Humanities Alliance, an advocacy board for humanities issues. 

• Paul requested that if TYCA has particular areas of concerns, we forward him 
questions and direct him toward conversations we’d like him to be a part of. 

 
E. PUBLICATIONS REPORT: TETYC and Call for Papers (Sommers) 

• Jeff Sommers noted that he is not receiving the number of submissions he 
expected to TETYC and requested that, as per our by-laws, regions identify 
and forward information to him about possible authors (i.e. conference 
presentation titles, names of presenters from well-received sessions, regional 
newsletters and journals). 

• The EC broke from parliamentary session to participate in a small group 
discussion about what’s working/not working in TETYC and what changes 
might entice more submissions.  Groups reported that they appreciated the 
journal’s content and organization and the balance of scholarship, teaching 
tips, poetry, and regional news.  Many suggestions were offered for ways to 
increase submission, including mentoring article writers through forums at 
regional and national conferences, putting submission forms in conference 
packets, sending letters of acknowledgement to college presidents and deans 
and possibly campus press releases once writers are published, encouraging 
department chairs to use TETYC as a springboard for discussion, soliciting 
articles from program award winners, and continuing relevant “themed” 
issues, among others.  Jeff also indicated he plans to share submission 
review sheets in an upcoming issue, so writers know how their work will be 
evaluated. 

  
9. ACTION ITEMS 

A. TYCA RESEARCH INITIATIVE GRANT (Millward) 
• The original grant is done, so we are now seeking out other funding options.  

The question remains:  how can we continue to fund our own independent 
research when TYCA doesn’t have its own budget? 

B. TYCA TALKS Topic for CCCC 2007 (Bateman) 
• Many expressed concern that TYCA Talks conflicts with several TYCA-

related SIGs offered on Friday from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.; it was also noted that 
the program schedule again lists TYCA Talks at two different times:  6:00 – 
7:00 p.m. and during the regular SIG block from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

• Suggestions for TYCA Talks topics/structure included the following:  TETYC 
submission discussion, CCCC proposal discussion/solicitation, discussion 
groups on issues relevant to TYCA, etc.  In addition, it was suggested that 
there be more opportunity for cross-regional conversation vs. breaking 
directly into regional groups. 

• To promote TYCA Talks, it was recommended that TYCA Strand presenters 
advertise TYCA Talks during their sessions at CCCC; sending out e-mails 
about TYCA Talks to conference attendees who are TYCA members was 
also suggested. 



C. ARRANGEMENTS FOR LUNCH AT 2007 CCCC CONVENTION IN NEW YORK 
(Mitchler) 
• TYCA EC members agreed they would prefer to break for lunch during our 

TYCA EC meeting at CCCC 2007.  Marsha Nourse will try to make lunch 
reservations at a nearby restaurant. 

D. TYCA BREAKFAST COSTS IN NEW YORK 2007 
• The TYCA Chair and TYCA Breakfast Chair remain committed to keeping 

breakfast ticket costs at $20/person despite much higher costs in New York.  
TYCA will have to use its $6,000 “Breakfast Fund” to subsidize the costs. 

• Various options for future breakfasts were discussed, ranging from doing 
nothing (and assuming future breakfasts will be profitable and enable us to 
rebuild the fund), raising breakfast prices, asking regions for donations, 
encouraging private donations (directed to TYCA Breakfast fund), increasing 
amount requested from publishers, etc.  No action was taken at this time. 

 
10. NEW BUSINESS 

 A. NATIONAL TYCA MEMBER LISTS TO REGIONALS 
• Many regional organizations have expressed an interest in receiving lists of 

which of their members are members of National TYCA; Linda will send lists 
of current National TYCA members to each region’s chair. 

 
11. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• The TYCA EC recognized Gwen Gresham’s service to the TYCA EC; her 
term ends Nov. 2006. 

• The TYCA EC recognized Eva Payne’s first term of service to the TYCA EC; 
she was re-elected National Representative for TYCA-PNW and has 
volunteered to serve as TYCA Program Chair. 

• Sterling Warner announced a call for proposals for the Young Rhetoricians 
Conference in Monterrey, CA. 

• Post-meeting dinner plans were discussed. 
• Sharon Mitchler passed the gavel to Eric Bateman, who moves from 

Associate Chair to Chair. 
• The TYCA EC recognized Sharon Mitchler’s exemplary service as TYCA 

Chair. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
(Motion 1.5  Gresham/Caruth)  Moved to adjourn TYCA EC Meeting. 
Carried 

 
13. INFORMATION ITEMS 

A. Membership Brochure 
B. TYCA Volunteer Form 
C. Terms of Use/Contract for “Manage My Organizations” 
D. TYCA Executive Committee Roster 
E. National TYCA Constitution and Bylaws 
F. TYCA Committees Matrix 
G. TYCA Volunteer  

 
 


	Carried
	13. INFORMATION ITEMS

