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National TYCA Executive Committee Meeting 
Approved Minutes 

Friday, November 22, 2002 
Hilton Hotel, Atlanta 

 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions—Frank Madden, Paul Bodmer, Terrill Martinez, 
Sterling Warner, Georgia Newman, Gwen Gresham, Mike Matthews, Lois 
Powers, Stasia Callan, Jody Millward, Sharon Mitchler, Sally Fitzgerald, 
Marilyn Valentino, Christine Jennings, Howard Tinberg, T.Ella Strother, 
Sandra McGill Barnhouse. 
 
Terrill distributed change of address forms, the ECCTYC report, and copies of 
the Revised By-laws.  Bodmer collected signatures on a conflict of interest 
disclaimer from members of the executive committee. All signed.  Bodmer 
distributed new For-Profit Business Contact Guidelines for NCTE.  
 

II. Adoption of agenda Motion 1.0: (Newman/Gresham) Approved 
 

III. Approval of Minutes Motion 1.1: (Mitchler/Fitzgerald) Approved March 
2002 TYCA minutes with correction to add Michael Berberich present on the 
second meeting day. 
 

IV.       Approval of  Consent Agenda consisting of reports from NCTE: 
A.  Administrative 

1. Executive Director’s Report (Williamson) 
2. Chair’s Report (Madden) 

B.  Awards Committees 
1.    Outstanding Programs in English (Powers) 
2.    Nell Ann Pickett (Houston) 
3.  Fame and Shame Award (Callan) 
4.  TETYC Best Article of the Year Award (Callan) 

C.  Archives and History (Powers) 
   D.  Regional Reports 

1. Midwest Report (Houston) 
2. Northeast Report (Callan) 
3. Southeast Report (Jennings) 
4. West Report (Bateman) 
5. Pacific Northwest Report (Mitchler) 
6. Southwest Report (Gresham) 

E.  Publications Report 
1.   TETYC (Tinberg)  

Motion 1.2: (Newman/Callan) Approved with the addition of ECCTYC to 
regional reports. 

 
V.     Standing or Old Business 
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A. Conference Program Chair—Millward reported submitting 8 proposals; 3 
were accepted, including TYCA Talks, Walks, and proposal writing, TYCA is 
represented in 7 or 8 panels 
Discussion followed regarding identifying TYCA strand proposals in the 
review process so that these proposals are not rejected in the overall process. 
Some issues brought out included 2-year/4-year research difference, 
inadequately trained readers, quality of and inadequate numbers of proposals 
presented, funding for presenters, and misperceptions of types of proposals 
each conference was seeking. 
Bodmer described the developing online sorting/review process that should 
help alleviate this problem somewhat and create a broader range of reviewers. 
Deadline for next proposals is Jan. 8 (paper) and Jan.13 (electronic).  Forms 
are available at this conference registration area. 
It was also suggested to publicize the call for proposals and the online process 
in TETYC. 
Valentino suggested a list of “do’s and don’ts” for proposal submission and 
Tinberg suggested that this could be included in an issue of TETYC on “how 
we disseminate scholarship.” 
 
A general discussion followed about college level involvement in the NCTE 
programs—College Conversations, College Forum 
Tinberg suggested that each TYCA EC member make an effort to do some 
informal mentoring, to try to bring colleagues in to TYCA. 
 
B. Guidelines Report: We adjourned to attend the conference session 
presented by the Ad Hoc TYCA committee chaired by Fitzgerald to hear the  
report on Guidelines for the Academic Preparation of English Faculty at Two-
Year Colleges.  
 
C. College Forum Report    Matthews will be chair of the College Forum next 
year for one year.  He highlighted items in the written report that illustrate the 
mission, the revised structure and responsibilities of members of the College 
Forum.  Bodmer emphasized the Forum as a think tank to present a public 
voice for NCTE. 
Matthews requested that the group identify TYCA issues he could include in 
his report to College Forum. Suggestions included: 

 Exit testing for writing at 2-year college level (Valentino.) Several 
reps from other states expressed the same issue, that this testing is 
politically and economically driven, it’s being pushed from 
national government and it emphasizes standardized testing. 

o Issues brought up were the need for models of effective 
writing assessment instruments, the fact that these are 
already in place on the NCTE web site, that we collaborate 
with national math association and other associations 
which have done lots of research on assessment and which 
are also being hit with same mandatory assessment. 



 3 

 Matthews reiterated that assessment was not among issues 
identified last year which were dual enrollment, increase use of 
adjuncts, distance learning, 

 Matthew's emphasized that the Forum is an umbrella group to 
bring together the four higher education groups.  The projects 
listed in the report are individual projects.  The Forum does not 
have much power to control which projects would be developed. 

    Bodmer spoke to the following issues: 
Two-year Department Chairs—keeping them informed on issues is 
a TYCA issue, not a College Forum issue 
Collasped courses— need evidence of effectiveness or 
ineffectiveness.  TYCA needs to decide whether to pursue studies 
in this area 

The members settled on the issue of mandated standardized writing 
assessment being brought to the college forum.  Valentino will write out a 
motion to be presented at tomorrow’s meeting.) 

 
 
Saturday, November 23, 2002 
TYCA Exec Meeting, Nov. 2002 
Hilton, Room 436 
 
Present: Sandra Barnhouse, Sterling Warner, Powers, Gresham, Matthews, Newman, 
Madden, Callan, Bodmer, Mitchler, Millward, Fitzgerald, Valentino, Tinberg, Strother, 
Williamson, Martin 
 

D. Executive Director’s Report 
 Williamson highlighted the following features of the written report – 

Budget--The seeming drop in staff time ($19,500) share indicates more accurate 
tracking of staff time spent on TYCA. There was an increase in volunteer travel 
due to TYCA retreat. 
Membership Trends --TYCA membership is down as is other groups.  Some 
factors were 9/11 and online journals being available to everyone. 
Online advancements and future plans.  All affiliates will be able to work in their 
communities on line from renewing membership, to ordering/reading journals, to 
submitting proposals, to participating in chat groups. 
Affiliates/Regionals can use NCTE server to manage their records.  Members can 
access and update their own information. He is asking each group to designate 
one person to get training to use NCTE server. 

Mixed reviews.  We were able to influence some things and make some 
connections.  Among those are the Higher Education Act and Composition 
national groups looking at writing as was done with reading (National Writing 
Conference College Board).  We have NCTE-linked, 4-person advisory board. 
National Committee on writing is the committee. 

Advocacy and Public/Media Relations 
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Newman noted that the West and Southeast regions were not represented at the 
table and it is important to disseminate this info. to them. –Bodmer will take care 
of this. 
 
Madden noted that Writing is moving to the center of NCTE’s agenda and TYCA 
can play a major role in developing a statement. 

 
E. Revisit College Forum Report 
Motion 1.3:  (Matthews/ Newman) Approved  This TYCA resolution  be taken to 
College Forum “At a time of  increasing pressure for standardized assessment of 
courses and programs, the College Forum should provide leadership in identifying 
appropriate assessment processes and instruments that improve teaching and 
learning”.   
Discussion followed about activities that needed to be done to carry out the 
resolution.  They included exploring effective models, reaching department chairs 
regarding teacher training and student learning, and sharing-ideas workshop 
sessions at regional conferences 
Motion1.4: (Matthews/Warner) Approved  “National TYCA EC encourages 
regional conferences to provide workshops or sessions to help instructional 
coordinators and department heads in their roles.”  
Motion 1.5: (Matthews/Millward Approved  “National TYCA will provide 
resources to support such workshops/sessions”   

 
California Association of Teachers of English (CATE ) representative distributed 
the 2003 brochure for their conference to be held in Palm Springs, CA , February 
14-16, 20  

 
Compressed Courses Issue 
Motion 1.6: (Fitzgerald/Mitchler) Defeated  “Investigate possibilities for grants to 
support research into short term courses.”  Discussion: TYCA leadership would 
have to initiate. NCTE must approve, then it would go to grants writer.  

 
VI. New Business 

A. TYCA Strands at NCTE and CCCC. Millward written report explored 
problems with current process and gave suggestions for improving.  
Motion 1.7: (Millward/Callan)  Approved  “To increase visibility of TYCA 
scholarship at NCTE and CCCC, we move that TYCA Associate chair or past 
chair (as appropriate) create a committee made of active regional members whose 
charge is to standardize and coordinate the soliciting and submitting of 
proposals.”  
The entire TYCA Strand report will be attached to the minutes according to 
Powers’ suggestion.  

 
B.   Possibilities for Funding TYCA Talks 
Discussion: Madden suggested funding TYCA Talks with proceeds from TYCA 
breakfast. Bodmer suggested we could create a campaign to solicit funds for 
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TYCA work. Motion 1.8: (Warner/ Valentino) Approved  “Headquarters 
staff/Bodmer create fund to support TYCA work including such things as TYCA 
Talks and Outstanding Programs.”  

 
C.  Revised By-laws Changes to Reflect Revised Duties of past Chair and 
Associate Chair   Motion 1.9:  (Millward/Gresham) Approved “that we determine 
who will serve as the nominating chair given new by-law revisions.” 

 
D. Appointments/Elections 

Fame and Shame Award chair and TETYC Best Article—Stasia Callan  
  Nell Ann Pickett Award chair—Linda Houston 
  Outstanding Programs in English-- Lois Powers 

Think about replacing Mike Matthews on College Forum. The next TYCA 
representative will be a 4-year commitment. 

 
E. TYCA By-laws Changes 
“Thank you” from Mitchler for extra efforts to make sure her region could vote on 
the revisions to the By-laws. 
Motion 1.10:  (Warner/ Mitchler) Approved  “TYCA will put regional calls 
(theme, date, contact information) in the March issue of TETYC.  Regionals are 
to submit the information at the November TYCA exec meeting.” 

 
F.  TYCA Exec Committee Meeting Schedule at CCCC 
1st session has been changed to Thursday evening and second session on Saturday 
morning.  TYCA Talks has been moved to Friday. 

 
G. Teacher/scholar Committee-- Madden reported some confusion among 
committee members about the committee’s charge.  Madden and Powers will 
write a statement of  purpose to disseminate on line and ask for approval by the 
executive committee.  

 
H.   TYCA Website—Powers 
Bodmer discussed how we can manage the content of the front page and still keep 
information updated. Motion 1.11: (Powers/Millward) Approved “Form an ad 
hoc committee to explore TYCA’s use of web page and appoint web page person 
that serves on executive board to manage the content.”     

 
I.  The Guidelines for the Academic Preparation of English Faculty at Two-Year 
Colleges session on Friday generated discussion from the field.  We agreed last 
year to put the document online for reaction/response. Newman talked about the 
work of the committee (handouts) to explain that this document is a guiding 
principle, not a finished product.  It needs on line refining, bulleting of points in 
document, intensive retreat-type session of various “audiences" plus members 
such as Newman, Fitzgerald, and Valentino, who have worked on this issue. 
As voted on at the March meeting, a draft (with emphasis that it is work in 
progress) will be placed in a secure place on the web site that members can read.  
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We (the committee) will not invite comments, but direct those who want to 
respond to Bodmer. 
Newman will investigate the possibility of getting together a group passionately 
committed to this issue to report back in March. 

 
IV. Announcements 

Nominating committee meets tomorrow at 8:00 a.m. Newman requested 
regional reps present to participate. 
Certificates, gifts, and thank you’s to outgoing members: Frank Madden, T.Ella 
Strother, and Linda Houston 
Passing of the gavel to Millward.  Meeting Adjourned 
 
 
Submitted by T.Ella Strother. 
It has been a privilege and a pleasure! 
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