
National TYCA Executive Committee Meeting 
Saturday, Nov. 17, 2001 
NCTE Convention, Wyndham Hotel 
Minutes 
 
Members Present: Michael Berberich, Paul Bodmer, Stasia Callan, Gill Creel, Sally 
Fitzgerald, Gwen Gresham, Linda Houston, Frank Madden, Michael Matthews, Jody 
Millward, Sharon Mitchler, Georgia Newman, John Paddison, Lois Powers, T.Ella 
Strother, Howard Tinberg, Marilyn Valentino, Jay Wootten, and Laura Johnston. 
 
Newman called the meeting to order at 9:00a.m.and facilitated an activity where 
members introduced themselves. 
 
 
1. Motion 1.0 (Madden/Wootten) The Agenda was adopted with several additions 
to New Business.   
 
2. Motion 1.1  (Callan/Madden)  Minutes from the TYCA meeting at CCCC were 
approved with one correction—Newman corrected her report clarifying member groups 
of the College Forum.  
 
 
3. Motion 1.2 (Houston/Wootten) After removing “Outstanding Programs in 
English,” the following consent agenda items were adopted: 

a. College Forum Report and AAHE College Forum Report 
b. TETYC Report 
c. Public image Report 
d. Financial Report 
e. Midwest Report 
f. Northeast Report 
g. Southeast Report 
h. Southwest Report (distributed at the meeting) 
i. West Report 
j. Pacific Northwest Report 
k. ECCTYC Report 
 

4. We divided into groups for one-hour discussion and recommendations on action 
items. 

 
Strategic Vison-NCTE-2002, Bodmer presented the document for discussion and 
reaction before we moved into small groups. 
TYCA Mission to Promote the Teacher-Scholar/Scholar-Teacher, Madden 
facilitator 
“Guide for Preparation of Future Faculty for Two-Year College Teachers of 
English” report, Fitzgerald facilitator 
Needs/Work of the Regionals and the Regional Rep Role, Mitchler facilitator  



Documenting the History of National TYCA, Newman and Bodmer  
Increasing TYCA Nomination for Leadership and Awards, Millward facilitator 

 
 
Kent Williamson, NCTE executive director, updated us on activities at headquarters. 
 Web page update will be completed in a year or two. 

A National TYCA membership form can be completed as soon as there is 
agreement from regionals on the dollar amount.  
Motion 1.3 (Mitchler/Madden) Approved that regional representatives pursue 
with their region a $20.00 membership fee for National TYCA and that they 
report back by TYCA meeting at CCCC. 

 
 
 
 
Reports on Action Items From Small Groups: 

Teacher-Scholar: The group recommended that TYCA prepare a position 
statement supporting research, addressing teaching load, gathering data, and 
administrative support. 
The group suggested several revisions to the Two-Year College English 
Association Strategic Plan.  They include additional bullets:  “promote and 
support recognition of the role of teacher-scholar and the communities they serve” 
and “ TYCA will conduct research exploring the current role of the teacher-
scholar.”  Another suggestion was to combine 3 items under a heading, 
“Technology-mediated Instruction.” 
Tinberg and Madden will edit the plan to capture the spirit of these suggestions. 
Motion 1.4 (Madden/Tinberg)  Approved to accept the TYCA Strategic Plan 
with the editing. 

 
Preparation of Future Teachers: The group recommended that TYCA develop an 
extensive, explanatory document with appendix of model programs and a separate 
(short form) brochure.  It recommended rewriting the guideline document to 
eliminate “should,” make it less prescriptive, and provide rationale about the 
training needed. The original committee (Fitzgerald, Jude Okpala, Xio Wang, and 
Valentino) will continue to work on revisions online. 

 
Regionals and Regional Reps Work:  The group discussed how regional 
representatives can facilitate relationships between national and regional TYCA.  
The group developed a list of specific tasks for the regional reps which can be 
added to the current list of duties.  It includes items like contacting the regional 
conference program chair and local arrangements chair to be sure they know and 
plan for the National TYCA rep, the TYCA National display, speakers, etc. 
Motion 1.5 (Gresham/Mitchler)  Approved to add these items to the list of 
regional rep duties.  Gresham will forward the complete list to Johnston. 
Motion 1.6 (Tinberg/Callan)  Approved that regional reps notify conference 
program chairs to send call for proposals to TETYC editor.  Bodmer will 



communicate the deadline to the regional reps. 
 

Documenting History:  The group reported a need to organize archives at NCTE 
headquarters. As archivist, Powers would be involved in this effort. They also 
suggested exploring the possibility of someone taking this on (documenting 
TYCA’s history) as a research project, suggested an article interviewing 
principals involved in the emergence of national TYCA, suggested a project 
interviewing leaders with 2-year college backgrounds in various professions, and 
suggested exploring participating in the series reconfiguring English studies. 
Wootten volunteered to write an article interviewing people instrumental in 
developing TYCA. 

  
TYCA Nominations for Leadership:   Millward suggested some ideas put into 
practice in ECCTYC that could be used in other regionals.  For example, we 
could use advisory councils more effectively to solicit participants from their own 
campuses and states and use regional newsletters and regional meetings to solicit 
names. To get more two-year people in positions, we would need lists each year 
of committees (appointive, elective, TYCA members eligibility) and some 
database residing with immediate past chair of TYCA.  
Motion 1.7 (Wootten/Millward)  Approved that the past chair of National 
TYCA has the duty of collecting names for potential volunteers from regional 
reps and that the past chair develop a format for collecting the data. 

 
5. New Business 
 
TYCA Breakfast 
Motion 1.8 (Fitzgerald/ Wootten)  Approved to give TYCA breakfast chair authority to 
set the price for publisher sponsorship based on the costs and report back to the executive 
committee. 
 
“Outstanding Programs in English” 
Powers asked whether regions would fund a mailing of the brochure.  The chair requested 
that regional reps e-mail Powers regarding the possibilities of disseminating the brochure 
in their regions. 
 
 
 
College Forum Report 
 Matthews said the Forum needs names of English Department chairs who can be sent 
questionnaires regarding their professional development needs so that NCTE can provide 
workshops.  The names should be sent to Bodmer before the end of the year. 
 
TYCA Meeting at CCCC 
Madden suggests we explore some other time besides Tuesday.  A Saturday morning 
meeting is already established.  Bodmer will explore with CCCC some additional time on 
Thursday or Friday. 



 
TETYC Article of Year Award 
 Bodmer put forth the idea that this award should come from this body.  There was 
general agreement, but no specific action taken. 
 
 
Other issues that had been added to New Business were postponed to the next TYCA 
meeting at CCCC.  They include: 
 Revising the term of office for TYCA chair and associate chair. 
 Composition and selection of the Public Image Committee. 
 By-law revision to include College Forum representative on the TYCA executive 
committee. 
  
Newman passed the gavel to Madden.  Madden presented a gift to Newman from the 
executive committee Newman presented a gift to Laura Johnston.  Madden adjourned the 
meeting. 
 
Submitted by T.Ella Strother 
National TYCA Secretary 
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