
Minutes 
Two-Year College English Association  

Executive Committee 
Hilton New York 

Saturday, March 24 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Concourse F, Concourse Level 
 

 
1. READING:  In lieu of a reading, TYCA Chair, Eric Bateman, asked the EC members to 

introduce themselves and recommend a good book they’d recently read. 
 
2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

TYCA EC Members Present:  Eric Bateman (Chair), Sharon Mitchler (Past Chair), 
Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt (Secretary), Jeff Sommers (TETYC Editor), Louise Bown, 
Karla Brown, Elissa Caruth, Thad Cockrill, Joel Henderson, Tom Hurley, David Lydic, 
Marsha Nourse, Eva Payne, Lois Powers, Leslie Roberts, Sterling Warner, Sheldon 
Wrice 
 
Others Present:  Paul Bodmer, Jody Millward, Jane Wagoner, Linda Walters, Kent 
Williamson, Joanne Yatvin (NCTE President) 

  
3. REVIEW OF PARLIMENTARY PROCEDURE (Bateman) 

   
4. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

(Motion 1.0 Roberts/Nourse)  Moved to adopt agenda with the following revision: 
• Added NCTE Editorial Board (Mark Reynolds) to Action Items (10H). 

Carried 
  

5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES (November 2006)        
 (Motion 1.1 Lydic/Bown)  Moved to accept the minutes. 
 Carried 
 

6. CHAIR’S REMARKS (Bateman) 
• Eric Bateman informed TYCA EC members that officers serve in a variety of 

leadership roles within CCCC and NCTE and welcomed TYCA EC members to share 
comments and concerns with National Officers to take back to these committees and 
groups. 

• Eric opened with several announcements:  Marsha Nourse organized lunch at 
Carnegie Deli; TYCA EC members were asked to sign thank you notes for Cheryl 
Glenn for her support of TYCA (i.e. providing snacks for TYCA Talks) and Lois 
Powers for her work as outgoing Archivist; assignments for upcoming TYCA Officer 
visits at regional conferences have been made and are included in the consent agenda. 

• Eric overviewed the schedule for the day. 
 

7. ACCEPTANCE OF CONSENT AGENDA REPORTS 



(Motion 1.2 Nourse/Caruth)  Moved to accept Consent Agenda with removal of item 
7B.1 (which will be moved to ACTION ITEMS, Item 10G). 
Carried 

 
A. CHAIR’S REPORT (Bateman) 
B. AWARDS COMMITTEES 

1. Nell Ann Pickett Award (Newman)—moved to 10G. 
2. Public Image: Fame and Shame (Warner)  
3. TETYC Best Article of the Year Award (Tardoni) 
4. Diana Hacker TYCA Awards (Bown) 

C. REGIONAL REPORTS 
1. Midwest Report (Roberts) 
2. Northeast Report (Nourse)  
3. Southeast Report (Cockrill) 
4. West Report (Bown) 
5. Pacific Northwest Report (Payne) 
6. Southwest Report (Lydic) 
7. Pacific Coast (Caruth) 
  

D. PUBLICATIONS REPORT: TETYC (Sommers) 
E. PUBLICATIONS REPORT: TYCA to You (Henderson) 
F. TYCA PANELS for NCTE 2007 (Gresham) 
G. COLLEGE FORUM (Wrice) 
H. WEBTENDER’S REPORT (Matthews) 
I. TYCA OFFICERS 2007 VISITS TO REGIONAL CONFERENCES (Bateman) 
J. NOMINATING COMMITTEE (Mitchler) 
K. BY-LAWS CHANGES/VOTE RESULTS 

 
8. REPORTS FOR DISCUSSION 

A. TYCA BREAKFAST REPORT (Wagoner)  
• Jane Wagoner expressed her appreciation to her committee for their hard 

work, to Linda Walters for her assistance in planning, and to Marsha Nourse, 
Barbara Cooper, and TYCA-NE for the centerpieces 

• Jane noted that a new publisher participated this year:  Kendall Hunt. There 
was some confusion over Norton’s participation, and Norton did not appear on 
the program; however, the contact person has been clarified, and Norton plans 
to continue to participate in the future. 

• There was a misunderstanding with Bedford/St. Martin’s during the breakfast; 
they planned to present the program awards, but that is against our By-Laws.  
It was suggested that, in the future, Bedford/St. Martin’s speak last during 
introductions and discuss their sponsorship of the award in addition to giving 
their greetings.  Eric Bateman and Sharon Mitchler will follow up with 
Bedford/St. Martin’s to ensure they understand NCTE/TYCA policies 
regarding presenting awards. 

• Eric Bateman noted that all NCTE board members attended TYCA Breakfast.  
In the future, perhaps they should be introduced or one board member invited 



to offer greetings.  It was suggested that Eric e-mail board members to express 
our pleasure at their presence at our TYCA Breakfast. 

 
(Motion 1.3 Mitchler/Brown)  Moved that the TYCA Breakfast Chair may invite 
regional ECs to provide centerpieces for the TYCA Breakfast.  The breakfast 
chair will rotate the invitation each year. 
Carried 
 
(Motion 1.4 Mitchler)  Moved that the TYCA EC recognize and commend Jane 
Wagoner for her work on the TYCA Breakfast. 
Carried by acclamation 
 

B. TYCA RESEARCH INITATIVE GRANT (Millward) 
• Jody Millward noted that the several panels about the Research Initiative 

presented at the conference went well and were well attended, but recognized 
that the CCCC convention may not be the best venue for communicating 
research results. 

• Jody announced that the cumulative data is ready to be released and some 
longer articles with analysis are nearly ready to be submitted for possible 
TETYC publication.  The contextualized results will likely be presented 
topically (i.e. Writing Center information, working condition information, 
etc.). 

• Currently, the Research Committee is working on interviewing those who 
have been identified as having effective programs/practices.  Topical 
subcommittees will conduct interviews.  The Research Committee needs help 
recruiting potential subcommittee members from each region to assist with 
this work. 

 
C. NEWS FROM NCTE OFFICERS (Yatvin) 

• NCTE President, Joanne Yatvin, greeted the TYCA EC. 
• Joanne described the 21st Century Literacies Conference, which brought 

together various disciplinary organizations, publishers, and technology 
companies to discuss how to improve education.  She found the conference 
very satisfying—the beginning of an important coalition—and she feels 
optimistic that positive and important changes in teaching and learning are on 
the horizon. 

• Joanne also described the recently appointed NCTE Diversity Taskforce, a 
group which will look for ways to more effectively recruit, mentor, and 
support teachers/scholars of color. 

 
D. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT (Williamson) 

• NCTE Executive Director, Kent Williamson, also described the 21st Century 
Literacies initiative. He noted that the group was focused on what needed to 
change in three areas—teacher education, professional development, and 
assessment—to improve student learning/21st Century literacies, and he 
described several initiatives underway for educational reform, including 



developing a collection of video clips to exemplify 21st Century Literacies 
strategies for teachers.  Kent felt TYCA can particularly help with this 
initiative by scanning what is available and/or creating video snippets of best 
practices in 21st Century Literacies. 

• Kent discussed the Pathways program. The current project focuses on 
adolescent literacy.  The next project will be ELL professional development.  
Following that, plans are underway for a new teacher induction module.  
Responding to questions about whether there was a way to build a Pathways 
project for two-year college teachers, perhaps around TETYC, Kent responded 
that something like this could be developed within about a year if we want a 
group to organize it; a program like this might work well with regional TYCA 
organizations and conferences. 

• Kent noted that NCTE passed its own legislative platform, honing in on the 
areas where NCTE can have the most influence. (See Kent’s written report for 
specifics.) He reminded the TYCA EC that Literacy Education Advocacy Day 
in Washington, D.C. is on April 26, 2007. 

• Kent also updated the TYCA EC on the NCTE website.  He commented that 
the blog can accommodate up to six bloggers and suggested we need active 
bloggers and readers/posters to get our TYCA blog going.  He also informed 
us that the TYCA Webmaster can publish directly into the NCTE website if 
needed.  Soon there will be shared web space available for the TYCA EC 
(extranet). 

 
E. WASHINGTON DC OFFICE REPORT (Bodmer) 

• Paul Bodmer, Senior Program Officer for Higher Education, informed the 
TYCA EC that recently a summit was held in DC (in response to the Spellings 
Report) and, in what he’s read thus far, it appears that there is an effort to 
dialogue about and work through the issues vs. take quick action.  However, 
he finds that there is still a need for major changes in higher education, as our 
faculty cohort, our students, and our curriculum have evolved dramatically. 

• Paul noted that the problem of faculty credentialing and “outsourcing” needs 
to be solved.  However, this issue seems to be the least visible of the problems 
in higher education.  The public doesn’t see a problem with the credentialing 
process (fewer full time and tenured positions) because they don’t understand 
its implications. 

• Paul has completed nearly two years in his new position in Washington, D.C. 
and feels he is starting to understand how the culture works and is building the 
necessary alliances for influence and change.  The TYCA EC expressed its 
appreciation to Paul for his efforts on behalf of NCTE and TYCA. 

 
F. ARCHIVIST’S REPORT (Powers) 

• Lois Powers noted that the Archivist’s role has changed with technological 
developments.  In her report, Lois recommended that TYCA records be kept 
at the NCTE office and the archivist’s position not be filled. She also asked 
how TYCA EC wants to keep its files, recognizing we need history and 
continuity.   



 
(Motion 1.5 Mitchler)  Moved that the TYCA EC recognize Lois Powers’s 
foresight and wisdom in her role as Archivist and her profound influence and 
many contributions to TYCA. 
Carried by acclamation 

 
9. PLANNING WORKSHOP   

• During TYCA EC Breakout Session, EC members, in small groups, discussed 
and prioritized important issues that the TYCA EC can undertake in the 
year(s) ahead.  (See Action Item 10E for related motions.) 

 
10. ACTION ITEMS 

A. TYCA BLOG 
(Motion 1.6 Mitchler/Caruth)  Moved that the TYCA National Chair appoint no 
fewer than five TYCA National members to post on the TYCA National NCTE 
sponsored blog.  Those individuals appointed will post at least one blog entry per 
month for one calendar year. 
Carried 

 
B. RESEARCH INITIATIVE COMMITTEE 

(Motion 1.7 Mitchler/Wrice)  Moved that the TYCA Research Committee Chair 
provide brief statements on the progress of the committee’s work (to include 
upcoming publication information, short contextualized statements from the 
committee’s documents and/or contextualized statements which share data).  
These statements will be provided to the TYCA National Chair for publication on 
the TYCA National website. 
Carried 

 
(Motion 1.8 Mitchler/Caruth)  Moved that the TYCA Research Committee 
Chair provide cumulative results to the TYCA National Chair for publication on 
the TYCA National website. 
Carried 
 

C.  REGIONAL/NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP 
(Motion 1.9 Sommers/Mitchler)  Move that Sharon Mitchler, past TYCA Chair, 
in consultation with TYCA National EC members, develop a brief document 
explaining the TYCA membership structure to present to the National TYCA EC 
at the Nov. 2007 meeting. 
 

D.  TWO-YEAR COLLEGE MEMBERSHIPS in ADE:  At TYCA Chair Eric 
Bateman’s request, this action item was postponed and will be handled later via 
the listserv.   

 
E.   PLANNING WORKSHOP PROPOSALS 

(Motion 1.10 Nourse/Caruth) Moved to direct the TYCA National EC chair to 
collaborate with the Research Initiative committee to explore the need for 



establishing a committee to study workload and adjunct issues, with the 
possibility of developing a guideline/position statement.  The result of this 
collaboration will be reported at the fall 2007 TYCA EC meeting. 
Carried 

 
(Motion 1.11 Nourse/Mitchler)  Moved that the TYCA National EC review 
“Writing Assessment:  A Position Statement,” prepared by CCCC Committee on 
Assessment to determine if it addresses the needs of two-year colleges and to 
endorse it if it meets our needs. 
Carried 
 

E. TYCA WEBMASTER 
• Mike Matthews’s term is complete, so Eric will need to appoint a new 

webmaster.  Eric would appreciate if EC members would send him names of 
possible candidates. 

 
F. NELL ANN PICKETT AWARD 

(Motion 1.12 Mitchler/Lydic)  Moved that the criterion for the Nell Ann Pickett 
Service Award be revised so that “Service Qualifications” appears first among the 
criteria and read:  “Positive contributions to professional leadership with a clearly 
national reach and an inclusive vision demonstrated in such activities as 
mentoring, publication, or work uniting the goals and efforts of organizations and 
groups that promote two-year colleges.” 
 

G. ARCHIVIST’S REPORT (Powers):  Action on this item was postponed and will 
be discussed later on the listserv.  (See “Reports for Discussion” for details about 
Lois Powers’s recommendations.) 
 

H. NCTE EDITORIAL BOARD 
• Mark Reynolds, currently serving on the NCTE Editorial Board, reported that 

not one two-year college person has submitted a book idea.  TYCA members 
are missing a window of opportunity for a receptive eye and supportive guide 
through process. 

• TYCA EC members suggested some book ideas:  an assessment compilation 
(two-year college practices in program assessment, placement, etc.) and a 
guide to working with deaf students. 

 
11. NEW BUSINESS 

A. PAUL BODMER’S RETIREMENT (Wrice)  
(Motion 1.13 Payne/Hurley)  Moved that TYCA EC host a reception for Paul 
Bodmer’s retirement in 2008 (CCCC, New Orleans). 
Carried 

 
B. TYCA-SE is considering holding its 2010 conference in New Orleans, a city 
which is not within their region.  TYCA-SE will contact TYCA-SW to get their 
feelings on this.   



 
12. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A.  Next TYCA EC Meeting: Saturday, November 17, 2007, New York City 
 

13. ADJOURNMENT 
 (Motion 1.14 Brown/Caruth)  Moved to adjourn TYCA EC Meeting. 
 Carried 
  

14. INFORMATION ITEMS 
A. Forms 

1. TYCA Volunteer Form 
2. CCCC 2008 Call for Proposals 

B. TYCA Executive Committee Roster 
C. National TYCA Constitution and Bylaws 
D. TYCA Committees Matrix  
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