
Minutes 
Two-Year College English Association  

 
Doubletree Hotel, New Orleans 

Saturday, April 5, 2008 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Houmas Suite, Fourth Level 
 
 

1. READING (Bateman):  In lieu of a reading, TYCA Chair, Eric Bateman, reflected on Paul 
Bodmer’s speech at his retirement reception and our role as TYCA EC members in 
carrying on Paul’s legacy, to strive to “be more,” like the student Paul referenced in his 
address.  

 
2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
TYCA EC Members Present:  Eric Bateman (Chair), Sandie McGill Barnhouse (Associate 
Chair), Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt (Secretary), Jeff Sommers (TETYC Editor), Louise Bown 
(TYCA-West), Thad Cockrill (TYCA-SE), Carol Hammond (TYCA-West), David Lydic 
(TYCA-SW), Marsha Nourse (TYCA-NE), Eva Payne (TYCA-PNW), Leslie Roberts (TYCA-
MW), Sterling Warner (TYCA-Pacific Coast) 
 
Others Present:  Linda Walters (TYCA Administrative Liaison), Paul Bodmer (Senior 
Program Officer for Higher Education), Kent Williamson (NCTE Executive Director), Andy 
Anderson (Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment Committee Chair), Jody Millward (Research 
Committee Chair), Jane Wagoner (Breakfast Committee Chair) 

 
3. REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE (Bateman):  Eric reviewed with the 
TYCA EC how to make motions and keep discussion to the motion at hand. 

  
4. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
(Motion 1.0 Roberts/Lydic)  Moved to adopt the agenda with the following revisions: 

• moved Consent Agenda Item 7G to Reports for Discussion 8G 
• added Regional Officers Retreat to Reports for Discussion 8H. 

Carried. 
  

5. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES (November 2007)    
(Motion 1.1 Sommers/Roberts)  Moved to accept the minutes with a spelling correction to 
Item 3 (Parliamentary). 
Carried.     

 
6. CHAIR’S REMARKS (Bateman) 

• Eric thanked the EC for the time, effort, and resources they devote to National TYCA. 
• Eric noted that Kip Strasma, who edits the book reviews for TETYC and organizes 

TYCA strand conference panels at TYCA Talks, now teaches at a four-year college.   
In discussion, the EC supported Eric’s view that Kip should continue with these 
activities through the remainder of his term. 

• Eric discussed a scheduling conflict he and Jeff Sommers have at the NCTE 
conference, trying to participate in both the College Section Steering Committee and 
the CCCC EC.  Eric plans to bring up this conflict with leaders of all involved groups 
and discuss ways to resolve it. 



• Eric solicited ideas from the EC for budget requests to NCTE.  Ideas included 
additional help from NCTE in covering costs associated with national officer visits to 
regional conferences, possible sponsorship of speakers relevant to two-year colleges 
at CCCC, special publications (i.e. updates of current guidelines or future best 
practices handouts), some sort of visual presentation material for regional 
conferences about the benefits of both regional and national membership, an up-to-
date digital directory of two-year college English departments throughout the nation, 
and emergency funds for regional conferences. 

• Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt piloted a regional TYCA survey at the TYCA-SE 
conference in Louisville in February.  This survey will be conducted at each of the 
remaining regional conferences in the fall.  At our next TYCA EC meeting (NCTE), 
we will discuss survey results as well as possible revisions to the survey form. 

• The TYCA Blog has several active bloggers; however, the blog still receives few 
visits.  Eric hopes that once a new web master is appointed and trained, he or she 
can assist with generating more interest in the blog, as well as with posting the 
various information updates needed. 

• Eric also noted a change to one committee.  Ron Christiansen will be taking over the 
Chair’s role on the TETYC Best Article Committee. 

 
7. ACCEPTANCE OF CONSENT AGENDA REPORTS 
(Motion 1.2  Payne/Lydic)  Moved to accept the Consent Agenda with the removal of Item 
7G, which will be moved to Reports for Discussion (8G). 
Carried. 
 

A. Chair’s Report (Bateman) 
B. Awards Committees 

1. Nell Ann Pickett Award (Millward) 
2.   Public Image: Fame and Shame (Warner)    
3.   TETYC Best Article of the Year Award (Tardoni) 
4.  Diana Hacker TYCA Awards (Bown) 

C. Regional Reports 
1. Midwest Report (Roberts) 
2. Northeast Report (Nourse)  
3. Southeast Report (Cockrill) 
4. West Report (Bown) 
5. Pacific Northwest Report (Payne) 
6. Southwest Report (Luna) 
7. Pacific Coast (Warner) 

D. Publications Report: TETYC (Sommers) 
E. Publications Report: TYCA to You (Henderson) 
F. College Forum (Wrice) 
G. Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment Committee (Anderson)—moved to Reports for 

Discussion 8G 
H. TYCA Officer Visits to Regional Conferences 2008 (Bateman) 
 

8. REPORTS FOR DISCUSSION 
A. TYCA Research Initiative (Millward) 

• The primary goal of research committee is to bring project to closure.   
• Phase I is nearly complete; two articles are coming out, and two articles 

are in review for publication.  One of those two articles—teaching 



conditions—cannot be revised at this time, but there is urgency to get that 
information out, as the data is becoming dated, it’s already “leaking out” 
(out of context) from conference presentations, and the membership 
wants the information.  Perhaps the website may be a better publication 
venue for the article at this time.  Also, most data has been presented in 
various forms; thus, raw data is also ready for publication on website. 

• The Phase II interview stage, which was originally intended to be a 
gathering of best practices, may be more accurate if it were reconceived 
as an intermediate step, a description of practices across the nation, and 
a starting point for further research. 

• The goal of Phase III is to develop short, focused surveys to be 
distributed by NCTE Zoomerang services. 

• Jody Millward will now serve solely as Research Committee Chair; she 
has recruited Jay Wooten to replace her as chair of the technology strand 
of the research. 

(Motion 1.3 Lydic/Roberts)  Moved that the teaching conditions article be placed on 
TYCA website. 
Carried. 
(Motion 1.4 Roberts/Lydic)  Moved that research committee release all research data 
on website without identifying information or comments attached. 
Carried. 
(Motion 1.5 Roberts/Lydic)  Moved to instruct chair to modify the charge of the 
committee, characterizing Phase II as narratives of two year college programs and 
experiences that represent range and variety found in survey and that provide a 
framework for future research. 
Carried. 
 

B. Diana Hacker-TYCA Outstanding Program Awards (Bown) 
• Louise Bown and Lois Powers had a discussion about ways to enhance the 

recognition of the Diana Hacker-TYCA Outstanding Programs in English 
award winners.  They have offered four recommendations for improvement in 
their committee report:  highlighting award winners more prominently at the 
breakfast, including more information about the awards, the award winners, 
and the winning programs in the TYCA Breakfast program, expanding 
publicity for winners (i.e. NCTE press releases to winning colleges and local 
newspapers), and formally encouraging award winners to present and/or 
publish their programs, both regionally and nationally. 

• Some of these recommendations have already been implemented at this 
year’s breakfast, and the other recommendations would be easy to 
implement. 

Voted to accept the report and its recommendations.   
Carried. 
 
C. Executive Director’s Report (Williamson)  

• Kent Williamson discussed an upcoming CCCC survey project of two and 
four-year college writing programs; this will be a census (ongoing, updated 
annually).  Kent indicated that he would consult with Jody Millward and the 
TYCA EC about how to break down the data. 

• Kent announced that April is Advocacy Month for Literacy Education.  
Advocacy Day will be April 17 in Washington, D.C.  NCTE also has resources 



available to those who cannot travel to advocacy day, so they can discuss 
literacy issues with their home state’s legislators. 

• NCTE has adopted a definition of 21st Century Literacies to get out to press 
and possibly to post on wikipedia.  A symposium on 21st Century Literacies 
will be held in Indianapolis the third week of July. 

• The new NCTE website is coming along and will be very interactive.  Kent 
noted that a TYCA web editor is needed, and NCTE can train this person 
before the site goes live in July.  He also noted that the website will include 
extranet, where TYCA can post its own materials for its EC/membership.  In 
addition, Kent briefly described the SALSA software NCTE will have available 
to encourage grassroots activism.  NCTE can help its members to put 
together a campaign for local issues. 

• The NCTE budget is up for approval.   
• Barbara Cambridge will be taking on Paul Bodmer’s role in Washington, D.C. 

in addition to her own.  NCTE is considering hiring a legislative assistant to 
help Barbara as she adds to her duties.  In addition, NCTE is looking for a 
new location for their DC office. 

 
D. Washington DC Office Report (Bodmer) 

• Paul Bodmer discussed some of his observations about higher education as 
he nears the end of his work in Washington, D.C.  Paul noted how in the 
traditional professional roles of English instructors—teaching, scholarship, 
and service, service is now public advocacy.  He also argued that, though our 
work often keeps us narrowly focused, we need to keep looking up to see the 
larger landscape of our discipline and higher education.  Paul also stated that 
the term 21st Century Literacy is overused and often confused; it’s not about 
various “literacies” per se, but rather about knowing how to read and produce 
language, including symbolic language, in the 21st Century. 

• Paul thanked the TYCA EC for their generosity; the retirement party made 
him and Judy feel very special, and it was greatly appreciated.  

 
E. TYCA Breakfast Report (Wagoner) 

• Jane Wagoner thanked the NCTE staff, particularly Linda Walters and Eileen 
Maley, for all their efforts and help. 

• In Jane’s report, she recommended that the Breakfast Chair be a three-year 
term with an assistant chair appointed during the last year of the term to learn 
the job.  There was extensive discussion of this idea, including changing the 
term to one year as assistant chair and two years as chair, having Jane 
continue as Breakfast Chair and appoint regional assistant chairs located at 
each conference site, offering the breakfast chair a stipend, taking the report 
recommendations back to the regions for suggestions, etc.   

(Motion 1.6 Roberts/Warner)  Moved that we send the recommendations in Jane’s 
TYCA Breakfast Chair report to regions for discussion. 
Withdrawn. 
(Motion 1.7  Roberts/Warner)  Moved that the TYCA Chair, Assistant Chair, and 
Breakfast Chair review the TYCA Breakfast Chair’s recommendations and come 
back to the EC with recommendations for action. 
Carried. 
The Breakfast Chair’s report was filed. 
 



 (Motion 1.8  Barnhouse)  Moved that the EC commend Jane Wagoner for the 
outstanding TYCA Breakfast. 
Carried by acclamation. 
  
F. Celebration for Paul Bodmer Report (Wrice and Nourse) 

• The event was a big success, and Paul was touched that CCCC and all 
TYCA regionals participated in and supported this event. 

• Several regions still need to send checks to Linda.  National representatives 
should follow up with their regions. 

• Once all funds are collected and bills are paid, the EC will discuss what to do 
with any extra funds in a way that is fair to all and, ideally, honors Paul’s 
legacy. 

 (Motion 1.9  Barnhouse)  Moved that the TYCA EC commend Marsha Nourse and 
Sheldon Wrice for an outstanding program to “pay last respects” to Paul Bodmer. 
Carried by acclamation. 

  
G. Dual Credit/Dual Enrollment Committee (Anderson) 

• Andy Anderson noted that each state has very different budgets, structures, 
policies, outcomes, curriculums, etc. for dual credit/dual enrollment programs.  
He offered several resources for data on programs across the nation:  
Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education, Community College 
Research Center, Education Commission of States, and National Alliances of 
Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships. 

• Andy developed a preliminary statement concerning the differences between 
high school and college, which included differences in learning and 
development.  This statement may be developed by the committee into a 
position statement or a statement of recommendations, backed by research. 

 
9. ACTION ITEMS 
 
10. NEW BUSINESS 

• Eva Payne asked Linda Walters about regional officers getting a list of 
two-year college attendees at NCTE and CCCC for use for regional 
conference recruitment. 

 
11. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

A.  Next TYCA EC Meeting: Saturday, November 22, 2008, San Antonio 
 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
(Motion 1.10  Cockrill/Nourse)  Moved to adjourn the TYCA EC meeting. 
Carried. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Carolyn Calhoon-Dillahunt, TYCA Secretary 
 


